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+  Storytelling  
through the years

Emerging Communities
Celebrating growing gatherings of  
believers in the Silk Road Area.

Question Time
We don’t have all the answers,  
but let’s keep asking the questions.



Hello and welcome to our new  
look Resonate magazine.
We value the importance of 
communicating with our partners and 
have been reviewing how we can do this 
more effectively as a mission community. 
We have seen through May Mission Month 
the high demand for digital resources 
from churches and partners and we will 
continue to develop high-quality online 
material. 

But we also value the benefits of a 
printed magazine and so we’re excited 
to be launching this new magazine  
in 2021. 

Through it, we’re bringing together the  
up-to-date stories of Vision with the 
thought-provoking articles of Resonate. 
We trust you enjoy the new look 
and value our commitment to good 
stewardship with the production of a 
single magazine. 

We’re also developing a new website in 
2021 and this will provide a ‘one-stop-
shop’ for written and video stories from 
across the world and our Australian 
Baptist movement. Stay tuned for  
more details! 

In this first edition of the new look 
Resonate it’s great to look back and 
celebrate all the ways Global Interaction 
has shared stories with partners 
throughout the years (pages 9 - 10).

We also have the opportunity to read 
about how our people are walking 
alongside, embodying the good news of 
Jesus in communities around the world. 

Just as we see in the life of Jesus, being 
with, saying and doing are at the heart of 
our missional approach. 

Be encouraged as you read of how our 
team in the Silk Road Area are doing 
this; humbly but passionately walking 
alongside their neighbours, bearing 
witness to Jesus in culturally appropriate 
ways, desiring to see their local 
community transformed by God’s love 
(pages 2 - 6).

Our VIC/TAS State Leader Geoff Maddock 
and Mozambique team member Cam 
explore some big questions (pages 11 - 
13). And as you flip through the pages, 
you will find other inspiring stories of 
our teams embracing God’s gracious 
invitation to join Him across the globe. 

I love the ‘alongsider’ image. It reminds 
me of the wonder of God breaking 
into human history, as Jesus comes 
alongside us in the flesh! 

It encourages me that I can come 
alongside others, as the hands and feet of 
Jesus, in my neighbourhood. It enables 
me to celebrate partnership, seeing how 
I can come alongside team members 
across the world and in Outback 
Australia, prayerfully, practically and 
financially.

Happy reading and thank you for your 
vital partnership. 

Scott Pilgrim 
Executive Director 

hello

Scott Pilgrim is 
Global Interaction’s 

Executive Director.  
He loves serving 

God and is 
passionate about 

seeing vibrant 
communities 

following Jesus. 

Global Interaction is the intercultural mission of the Australian Baptist Church.  
We long to see vibrant faith communities following Jesus in their own distinctive ways. 

www.globalinteraction.org.au | info@globalinteraction.org.au | 1800 329 165
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The team in the Silk Road Area is seeing God 
break through in exciting and surprising ways. 
Take a journey on the Silk Road to meet the 
team and read their amazing stories.

Anna, a K believer, met Lily through a 
mutual friend last year and invited her to 
join the newly formed ‘Sunday tea’ club 
-  a gathering of K believers and seekers. 
Lily’s son Sam, who’s in his mid-20s, has 
brittle bone disease and life has been a 
struggle for many years. 

So when Anna gave them a copy of the 
Bible in the K language, they spent time 
reading and engaging with the story. 
When Anna followed up with the pair  
a couple of months later she asked,  
“Have you read the book? Have you 
accepted Jesus?” 

>>

SILK ROAD AREA FEATURE
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The answer came, “Yes!” And Lily began 
attending Anna’s ‘Sunday tea’ club. 
Sometimes Anna and another friend go to 
visit Lily and Sam at their house. 

“I’m very happy,” Anna says. “It had 
been eight months since our group 
started and some people came but 
didn’t really believe. Their hearts 
weren’t true. But women like Lily, they 
are real.”

About a month later, Anna sent through 
photos on WhatsApp of what looked like 
a day trip to a nearby tourist attraction. 
A believer from the city had found a 
minibus, gathered a number of believers 
from across the country, plus Anna, Lily 
and Sam, and taken the group for a day 
trip to a magnificent canyon. It had long 
been Sam’s dream to visit the canyon 
before his body could no longer manage 
such an outing. 

Here was the body of Christ coming 
together to admire God’s creation and 
bless a mother and her son through 
fellowship and the fulfilment of a dream. 
What a privilege to sit on the sidelines 
and watch the Holy Spirit at work!

This is how we are seeing God at work. 
After supporting Anna through several 
domestic violence incidents, very ill 
health, pregnancy and poverty last year, 
she found the courage and strength to 
start her own faith community. 

We connected her with a believer in 
the city, who broadened the network 
to other generous and loving believers. 
We’ve since been able to deliver copies 
of the Bible in the K language for Anna 

I was an unwitting and oblivious 
passenger at the beginning of my 
journey towards long-term intercultural 
work. 

I started following Jesus in late high 
school, but by then I had decided what 
my life would look like. I knew what 
career I would have, where I would live 
and what my family would look like. 

After a few years of following Jesus and 
a couple of years into what I had chosen 
as my lifelong career, I started to wrestle 
with the verse in Luke 9:23, of what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus. What it 
means to deny myself, take up my cross 
and follow Him. 

As I was wrestling with these questions,  
I went on a short-term trip with my  

Mel is preparing 
to join the Global 

Interaction team in 
the Silk Road Area. 

Hear more of her 
story and partner 

with her: www.
globalinteraction.

org.au/Mel  

Eliza and David have 
served among the  

K people since 2015. 
Here you can read 

Eliza sharing about 
the way God’s Spirit 

is at work in the 
lives of K people and 

using the team’s 
presence.  

How God is taking me  
from being a police officer 
to sharing Jesus on the  
Silk Road.

to distribute, together with donations of 
groceries, clothes and toys. 

Anna has six children of her own but she 
is sharing these gifts with the believing 
families in her network. 

Believers from the city have heard 
Anna’s story and visited her here in the 
village, to encourage her and spend time 
worshipping God with her family in their 
house. Now Anna has heard about other 
family groups in outlying villages through  
this network. 

Another highlight has been connecting 
our teammate Petra, an experienced 
Occupational Therapist, with Lily and 
Sam. Petra is looking for ways to share 
her skills and experience with this 
family, to make life just a little bit easier 
in a world where caring for those with 
disabilities is not done well.

Our faithful partners and supporting 
churches have joined with our family 
and team many times over the past 12 
months to kneel in prayer for Anna  
and her family. 

Together we prayed when her husband 
abused her, when she was desperately ill, 
when she started her ‘Sunday tea’ club, 
and together we praised God for the safe 
arrival of her sixth baby in January.

What a joy to be in this together, as  
we follow the Spirit’s leading to  
support the establishment of new  
K faith communities in this village  
and, hopefully, beyond.    

Right: Anna is a K believer who is now 
discipling others in the Silk Road Area. She is 
pictured here with her children, along with 
Dustin, who is Eliza and David’s son.

local church. God used this trip to open 
my eyes to His world, and I returned with 
a nudging from God to look deeper into 
His heart and story of mission. 

I spent time searching the Bible and 
chatting with pastors, mentors and 
mission organisations. 

What I discovered was that 40% of the 
world’s population can go from birth to 
death without hearing the Gospel in a 
way that makes sense to them. 

The reality that billions of people don’t 
know someone who can tell them about 
the life transforming love of Jesus, broke 
my heart. And if I didn’t go, there were 
people who would never hear the good 
news of Jesus. 

What started as a fun two-week overseas 
trip with friends, turned out to be the 
catalyst for the greatest adventure I  
could never have dreamed  
up myself!

SILK ROAD AREA FEATURE
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Growing up in churches in Australia,  
I had a very distinct understanding of 
what intercultural workers did. They 
went to far off lands, loudly and proudly 
proclaiming the kingship of Jesus, while 
also introducing people to principles of 
justice and mercy. Pioneers like Hudson 
Taylor and Amy Carmichael were the 
basis for this. 

While I could rejoice in all they achieved 
for God, it also felt a little bit unattainable 
to be a part of that kind of work. The 
reality though, is that we are all able to 
be involved in God’s mission. In fact I 
would say that we are all called to be a 
part of it, whether it’s in Mozambique, the 
Silk Road Area or Australia. 

Here are three foundational principles 
we’ve learnt that are applicable in 
whichever context you’re in too.

1. It’s God’s Mission
As Christopher Wright puts it, “Mission is 
not ours; mission is God’s.” With this in 
mind, we remember that God is already 
at work in the places we find ourselves. 
One of the joys that our team has 
experienced recently has been a group of 
local K believers contacting us. 

Our teammates David and Eliza have 
been invited to journey with this group 
in different ways. It is so encouraging 
for us all to know that there are local 
people here who are pursuing Jesus  
and seeking to get to know Him more. 
The Spirit has clearly been at work in 
this place.

There are also more subtle indications of 
God being at work in our community too. 
These are sometimes little comments 
that our friends make that indicate they 
are searching for God. 

The challenge for us is to recognise where 
God is at work, and then to proactively 
partner with Him. To ask the hard 
questions that need asking. Where can 
you see God at work in your community?

2. It has to be Wholistic
We recognise that proclaiming the good 
news of the risen Jesus occurs in more 
than words. It includes our actions too.

As an Occupational Therapist, Petra has 
been able to use her skills to work with 
people who live with disability in our 
local community. These are people who 
are often rejected or ignored by their 
community. By coming alongside them, 
showing them they have value, Petra is 
able to demonstrate the love of God.

We see this in Australia as well when 
followers of Jesus provide breakfast to 
students who come to school hungry, 
teach English to Asylum Seekers or 
demonstrate the value they place on a 
person by committing to a weekly surfing 
catch up. Mission is more than just words. 
It’s living out what it means to be a citizen 
of a different Kingdom.

3. It Takes Time
In an age where we like instant 
gratification, one of the most important 
principles for us to remember is that 
evangelism takes time. 

Mrs K has been a friend of our team for 
many, many years. She can tell us all 
of the idiosyncrasies of the different 
Australians who have lived in our town, 
all of whom sought to introduce her  
to Jesus. 

After about 10 years of this faithful 
witness she started to take steps  
towards Him. 

It’s not so different
We know context matters, but is mission really 
so different if we are here or there?

Ben and Petra are 
passionate about 

journeying with 
K people as they 

explore who Jesus 
is and what that 

means in their 
context. They have 

served in the  
Silk Road Area 

since 2016.

In doing so, she recalled watching a former 
Global Interaction Team Leader wash the 
dishes and remembered being amazed by this 

counter-cultural demonstration of humility. 
She recalled watching the different ways  

in which Australian families related to 
each other. The steps she is taking 

towards Jesus now are built on the 
long-term investment of many 

different people. 

-------

The challenge to us all is to be 
planted, invested and alert to 
where God is at work. We do 
all these things to point people 

towards Jesus who is the way, 
the truth and the life.

SILK ROAD AREA FEATURE

Introducing Suzanne! 
Suzanne is a candidate 

and the newest member 
of the Silk Road Area 

team. Connect with her: 
www.globalinteraction.

org.au/Suzanne
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Ethnic Thai people often worship guardian spirits for 
protection over their house and land. They also have rituals 
to ask for rain. Rice is a staple food here and many people 

depend on rice crops for their livelihood, including members of the faith 
communities. While their neighbours ask guardian spirits for rain to help their 
rice crop thrive, the local believers pray to Jesus for good rain and a plentiful 
harvest. 

Before the rainy season starts, the believers come together to seek God’s 
blessing for the land. They bring tangible elements of seeds, tools, soil and 
water, scattering them and praying to the true provider of rain. Through this, 
they are expressing their faith and trust in Jesus in a culturally meaningful way. 

In South Asia, chanting and singing is not generally part of 
religious worship, however it is more common within the 
region we work. This reflects a more mystical, devotional  

and experiential religious expression. Through singing and chanting together, 
the people seek to be closer to God. 

Some years ago, when we first encountered these groups, we found a ready 
acceptance of the ‘nearness’ of God in the message of Jesus. As the good news 
of Jesus spread among these groups, we found that they began to write new 
words honouring Jesus to the existing tunes. A wonderful example of following 
Jesus in their own distinctive ways.

One of the ways we are witnessing people following Jesus 
in their own distinctive ways is through the retelling of Bible 
stories. Over Easter, the church community told the story of 

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection through a corroboree or purlapa. This was 
made up of dancing, music and traditional songs. This year, the children acted 
out the story. It was special to see them participate in the retelling of the story in 
a way that will help them understand it.  

This presentation of the Easter story was very understandable and 
comfortable for a Warlpiri person. The song lines were very Warlpiri, the 
rhythms were very Warlpiri, and the dancing and body paint was very Warlpiri. 
This is how they tell important stories. And so it was beautiful to see them tell 
this most important story in this culturally significant way. 

Outback Australia 
Mat and Shannon

South Asia
Morris

Thailand
Dema and Carolyn

Their own distinctive ways

The good 
news of Jesus 

is always 
the same. 

However, for 
it to take root 

and flourish 
within a 

community, it 
has to make 

sense in that 
context. 
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First Australian  
Baptist workers sent 
to serve overseas.

Vision is created with the 
purpose of being ‘Modern, 
Informative and Challenging’.

Special edition of Vision 
celebrating the centenary 
of the Australian Baptist 
Missionary Society.

Resonate is launched with the 
purpose of engaging young  
people with mission in a new way.

Our Indian Field is launched 
as the ‘The Official Organ 
of the Australian Board of 
Baptist Foreign Mission’.

Price: One Half-Penny

First edition of Our Bond published, 
a monthly paper of stories and 
prayer requests from the field.

The first edition of Vision  
carries on the legacy of Our 
Indian Field with a broader 
world focus.

Vision features stories, 
updates, prayer prompts 
and a children’s section.

YouTube is launched in 2005 and 
videos are becoming a key new 
mode of communication with 
supporters.

First Vision under the 
new organisation name 
of Global Interaction.

The full Friends Of video 
series is released to 
bring to life a world of 
stories and ministry 
opportunities.

May 4 is identified as ‘Foreign 
Mission Sunday’... the birth of 
May Mission Month.

The final edition of Our  
Indian Field is published.

Vision is published  
in full colour.

From Five Barley Loaves, the 
history of Australian Baptists 
in global mission, is published.

Moved video series is released 
to engage churches with God’s  
mission and our part in it. 

First videos uploaded 
to Global Interaction’s 
Vimeo account. 

Global Interaction 
starts a Facebook 
account.

Missioning podcast is 
launched as a space to 
explore mission today  
and share stories.

Vision and Resonate are 
combined to produce a single 
partner magazine focused on 
bringing mission to life.

By 2021, there a 376 
videos with a total 
of 53,000 views.

Interested in catching  
up on past stories?  

Get in touch and we 
can share previous 

publications with you.

Storytellers  
from way back
From handwritten letters to team update videos, it’s 
always been a priority to share the stories of God at work 
around the world with our partnering community. As we 
step into a new phase of Resonate, here’s a snapshot of 
some of the key moments in our storytelling history.
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It’s reasonable to have mixed feelings 
about an enterprise with such a 
mixed legacy. The history of mission is 
undeniably intermingled with colonialism 
and the harm associated with that. 
It’s right to acknowledge the brutality 
of some mission endeavours and to 
recognise mission efforts were often 
accompanied by cultural dominance, 
economic cruelty and military conquest. 

These coercive practices have no place 
in God’s mission. But where does that 
leave mission in this century? 

As we consider this question, we hold 
in tension the importance of reflecting, 

confessing and lamenting with the 
conviction that there is good reason for 
hope-fuelled mission in the decades to 
come. But this conviction rightly leads us 
to another question.

What Kind of Mission?
When we talk about God’s relationship 
with the world, certain scriptures leap to 
mind, but one in particular captures the 
Christian imagination. John 3:16.

For God so loved the world...
This truth is the doorway every missional 
idea and practice must pass through. It 
also contains the means of God’s loving 
mission – the incarnation.

... that he gave his only Son…
God’s non-coercive, bodily love for the 
world is the fountainhead for all we hope 
to do in mission. It is simultaneously the 
motivation and the method. To escape 
the mistakes of the past and freshly align 
ourselves with a biblical missiology, 

we need to embrace God’s unqualified 
affection for the whole world as shown to 
us in the ways of Jesus.

Many of our past mistakes in mission are 
tethered to a dualistic worldview that 
dismisses God’s care and concern for 
bodily life while focussing on the afterlife. 
The flipside of this is that we privilege 
physical matters and ignore the spiritual 
realities of God’s world.  

As we consider mission in the 21st 
century, we are compelled to return to 
this crucial question: How can we be 
ambassadors for the whole Gospel to 
the whole world? At the very least, this 
requires an embodied commitment to 
God’s love across the street and around 
the world. 

Evangelism or Social Justice?
Jesus was questioned about why He 
wasted so much time enjoying food and 
friends. The religious people of His day 
seemed to be concerned Jesus wasn’t 

prioritising the right things. Some today 
also assume we should either prioritise 
‘evangelism’ or ‘social justice’. 

In the second half of the 20th century, 
evangelicals had a vigorous debate about 
what was more important for mission 
– evangelism or social justice. Into this 
debate stepped a humble scholar, a 
pastor by the name of Rene Padilla. He 
argued there was no need to choose, 
in fact, by choosing one over the other 
we were doomed to failure. He said that 
evangelism and social justice were like  
two wings of an aeroplane…we need both!

As we reflect on mission, seeking God’s 
leading and drawing on scripture, we 
return to the world-embracing love of 
Jesus. And in embodying this love, we 
cannot dismember the good news in 
order to accommodate our unbiblical 
dualism and must recognise that mission 
is as much for neighbouring nations as it 
is for our actual neighbours. 

There are many questions we 
can ask about mission and 
our place in it, but do we ever 
question mission itself? Is it 
justifiable today? 

Geoff Maddock is 
Global Interaction’s 

VIC/TAS State 
Leader. He is a 

deep thinker with 
experience in local 
and global mission 

contexts.  

Question time

Questions are  
so important!  

The above image 
poses questions 

pertinent for 
each of us. 

If these questions 
resonate with 

you, get in touch 
with the Global 

Interaction 
team. We’re 

here to journey 
with you in your 

discernment.

>>
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In order to discern God’s call on our lives,  
we felt that we needed to take steps to actively 

pursue Him and listen to His voice. Over the 
next few years, we studied at Bible College, 

worked in local pastoral ministry, journeyed with 
intercultural agencies and visited the Global 

Interaction team in South East Asia. During this 
time, we felt a growing call to full-time ministry, 

but we still didn’t know in what capacity.

Seven years passed, during which we got 
married, moved to Sydney and had our first 
child. In 2012, we began to look into buying 
a house. During this process we realised that 
we really needed to seek God’s leading in this 
decision. Was He calling us to settle down and 
be in Sydney for the long-haul? Or did He have 
other plans for us?
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Cam serves in 
Mozambique. 

Building on 
Geoff Maddock’s 

exploration of the 
biblical basis of 

mission (pages 11-
12), Cam explores 
why he and Kath’s 

answer to ‘where?’ 
is Mozambique.

Our journey towards intercultural work  
began in 2005, when Nomes and I went on a  

short-term overseas trip. As we spent time in 
another culture, we deeply sensed God’s heart 

for people of all nations. Together we prayed a 
prayer of commitment: whatever God’s calling 

might be for us, we were open to His leading.

In mid-2015, we went away on a Global 
Interaction discernment weekend. During a 
time of quiet prayer and reflection, Nomes and I 
both felt deeply convicted that God was calling 
us to intercultural work with least-reached 
peoples. Although we felt inadequate for such 
a task, 2 Corinthians 12:9 assured us of His call 
and enabling, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.”

We joined Global Interaction, but still  
didn’t know where we were being called.  

Over time, through various conversations and 
circumstances, the Holy Spirit increasingly 

put the H people of Central Asia on our hearts. 
In mid-2016, we spent a week with the team 

serving there. As we debriefed and prayed 
afterwards, we were convinced that God 

wanted us to go to Central Asia.
Having spent 18-months in preparation, 
in early 2018 we finally boarded a plane 
destined for Central Asia. On reflection, our 
story is one of God’s persistent prompting 
and our trying to remain open to His call. 
We are so grateful for His faithfulness and 
patience through it all.

How did we  
get here?
Pete and Nomes track six key 
moments in their journey from  
New South Wales to Central Asia.

Want to hear what happens next?  
Listen to episode 5 of Global Interaction’s 

Missioning podcast with Pete. 

www.globalinteraction.org.au/Missioning

The chance that a Yawo person will 
encounter Jesus as He is found in the 
Bible, in their context, is very low. There 
is very little access to Bibles, literacy 
rates are low and there are only a handful 
of Yawo followers of Jesus in the Yawo 
population.

My friend Rachid spent his life farming 
and seeking God through his Muslim 
faith. His life story contains hard work 
and dislocation due to living through  
two wars. 

He started noticing me as I rode my 
motorbike past his house and became 
curious. One day he stopped me and 
asked me who I was and why I was here 
in Mozambique. 

This was the start of our friendship and 
soon we were meeting every week to 
share Bible stories and talk about life. 
We met in his home, out at his farm or as 
we visited people in the area.

Through relationship, opportunities 
opened up to share who Jesus is 

and the freedom that comes with 
knowing Him. 

After learning who Jesus is, Rachid 
decided that he wanted to follow the 
Jesus path. He saw through God’s Word 
that Jesus is the doorway to being in 
relationship with God.

Would Rachid have ever discovered 
Jesus if we didn’t encounter each other 
in the Mozambican bush? I can’t say for 
sure. Maybe God would have worked out 
another story. But what is apparent, is 
that God had a plan when He called us, 
an Australian family, to Mozambique. The 
plan involved Rachid hearing the stories 
of the Bible in a way and language he 
could understand.

This unlikely friendship between an 
Aussie and Yawo man resulted in Rachid 
being introduced to Jesus despite being 
part of a community where very few 
know Him.

The story of Yawo people encountering 
Jesus is only just beginning. There is 
continuing need for Jesus followers to 
be here so that many more may discover 
what following Jesus means for them. 
Could God be prompting you?
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Most Yawo people of Northern Mozambique 
identify as Muslim, and while they respect 
Jesus as a prophet, they don’t know Jesus as 
He presents Himself in the Bible. 

Why Mozambique?
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Getting to Know the Khmer
 »  Cambodia has a population of 

around 16 million people. 

 »  The Khmer are the majority 
people group and most Khmer 
would say that to be Khmer is  
to be Buddhist. 

 »  Only around 2% of Khmer 
people identify as followers of 
Jesus. This means the majority 
of Khmer don’t know someone 
who can share the good news 
with them.

 »  A common greeting is, “Have you 
eaten rice yet?” This speaks both 
to the importance of rice and of 
eating together.

Country Spotlight:  

Cambodia

MYANMAR

THAILAND

LAOS

MALAY- 
SIA

VIETNAM

CAMBODIA

with eyes of faith, 
    we see vibrant communities 
          following Jesus in distinctively Khmer ways

The Global Interaction team is focussed on building 
authentic relationships, learning language and 
understanding the culture. So that as God’s Spirit opens 
opportunities, they can share the good news of Jesus in 
ways that makes sense to their Khmer friends.

As they grow in their understanding of the daily 
disadvantages many in their community face, the team is 
also establishing initiatives to wholistically respond. 

These include, teaching English to neighbouring families, 
working with fish farmers to improve outcomes, journeying 
with women through a sewing centre and empowering 
families through financial literacy education. 

Let’s Pray
 »  Give thanks for the team of 

passionate workers who are sharing 
God’s love in Cambodia.

 »  Pray for God’s leading as the team 
discerns and establishes new 
projects in the community.

 »  Pray for Cambodia as they deal with 
the COVID pandemic. Lockdowns 
mean loss of income for families that 
rely on daily earnings to eat.

 »  Praise God for the team’s deepening 
relationships with their Khmer 
friends and neighbours.

 »  Pray for God’s Spirit to open more 
opportunities for faith sharing 
conversations.

 »  Pray for more workers to join the 
team in Cambodia so more can hear 
the message of Jesus.

Sharing the Gospel
 The Khmer value doing good things 
to gain good outcomes. This makes it 
common for Khmer to struggle to understand 
why Jesus suffered a criminal’s death on the cross. 

 But the greatest reason that Khmer people have been 
resistant to the Gospel, may be that the message has been 
presented in Western cultural packaging that doesn’t make 
sense to them. 

Decisions are mostly made as a community, and therefore 
when an individual becomes a follower of Jesus, it is often 
seen to be a rejection of their family.

As followers of Jesus, we know that He came to fulfil the 
promise of a good God to bring blessing to all nations.  
The Khmer are very attuned to giving and receiving  
blessings, so this is a good starting point in sharing the 
good news of a God who wants the Khmer to flourish in 
relationship with Him.

Story of Hope
Team member Kim works at a  
sewing centre where women from 
low socio-economic backgrounds are 
trained and employed. She is building 
relationships with them and as a group 
they regularly explore stories from  
God’s Word. 

She shares, “The women are growing in 
their faith and their understanding of 
who Jesus is. We have been studying 
the book of Joshua over the last month. 

Together we have memorised Joshua 
1:9, ‘Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go’.

Many of the women expresses their fear 
of COVID every day and it is our prayer 
that they will truly be able to walk in the 
truth of this passage.” 

Kim also shares that as an outworking 
of their growing faith, they are making 
masks to give away to those in need.

The Global Interaction Team

Andy and Cathie,  
Charlie, Ruby and Hugo

Serving in Cambodia since 2020.

Catherine
Serving in Cambodia since 2009.

Craig and Kim,  
Henry, Amaya, Elodie and Reuben

Serving in Cambodia since 2018.

Luke and Rachel,  
Isaac, Tahlia and Michaela

Serving in Cambodia since 2018.

Rob and Deb 
Serving in Cambodia since 2016.

Tristan and Megan Crilley, 
Zechariah, Samual and Hannah

Serving in Cambodia since 2018.

KimLean, candidate
Khmer believer preparing to  
join the team.

To partner with the team or learn  
more about the ministry, visit: 
www.globalinteraction.org.au/Khmer
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Leaving a legacy  
that matters
Can I tell you about a gift anyone can 
make which will help more people know 
Jesus?

It’s a gift which won’t cost you anything 
during your lifetime. And a gift which 
means you’ll leave a legacy of people 
meeting Jesus.

Recently Jean Keene passed away, but 
she is continuing to make a Kingdom 
impact. This is because Jean left a 
compassionate gift in her will.

Jean’s faith meant a lot to her. Her faith 
was central to her life and her Bible was 
well underlined. She wanted to share 
her faith with others. When asked about 
Jesus she would articulate her faith in a 
heartfelt way.

I recently had the opportunity to hear 
about Jean through a friend of hers. 
One story that stuck out was about a 
time they went out for coffee. They were 
sitting in a shopping centre and it was 
very crowded so another customer asked 
to join them at their table. 

Jean ended up sharing with this man 
what Jesus had done for her. Her friend 
then led the man to Christ. Jean was 
compassionate towards him. She wanted 
him to experience God’s forgiveness, as 
she had.

But Jean’s compassion went beyond 
people she met. Like you, Jean had a 
heart for all people to know Jesus. Even 
those she had never met. 

This love for people led Jean to leave 
a gift in her will. Her gift means there 
will be more vibrant faith communities 

following Jesus in their own 
distinctive ways. 

I am inspired by Jean’s heart 
to share God’s love with the 
world, even after her passing. I 
recently set up my will for the 
first time and decided to include 
Global Interaction in it. It was 
important to me to know that the 
legacy I leave is one of Kingdom 
significance. Can I encourage you 
to consider doing the same? 

A gift in your will can help more 
people meet Jesus. Your loving 
gift in will helps communities 
meet Jesus in their own distinctive 
ways. To discover what it means 
to hear God’s Word, pray together, 
and know God’s forgiveness.  

It can be a gift of any size. Even 1% 
of your estate helps fulfil the great 
commission Jesus gave us. 

Faithful Australians like you have 
helped tens of thousands meet Jesus. 
Putting a gift in your will won’t cost  
you anything now, but it will have an 
eternal impact.

Global Interaction is a trusted partner  
of the Baptist movement in Australia  
and is independently audited and 
accredited. So you can give, knowing that 
your faithfulness will help more people 
know Jesus. 

If you’d like to know more,  
please get in touch with me on  
1800 329 165 or send me an email at  
tcollison@globalinteraction.org.au.

Tim Collison is 
Global Interaction’s 

Supporter 
Engagement 

Manager. He grew 
up as a missionary 

kid in Kenya and 
loves helping 

people discover  
joy in giving.  

Want to update or 
write your will? 
Global Interaction 
has partnered with 
Safewill, Australia’s 
leading online will 
provider. Go to 
www.safewill.com/
globalinteraction 
to receive 20% off 
when your write 
your will.
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Honouring the late  
Jean Vivian Keene
Jean Keene was a committed Christian. Throughout her life she 
experienced challenges in her health and had a very difficult 
childhood. One that may have destroyed many, but she forgave 
anyone who harmed her and she never seemed to dwell on  
the past.  

Jean had a wonderful sense of humour. She liked company, 
outings, riding her push-bike (even in old age) and eating ice 
cream. Her life was simple and she never seemed to meddle in 
anyone else's business. She was humble yet strong. Her faith 
was core to who she was. When asked about Jesus she shared 
her faith story beautifully. May Jean be blessed for all eternity 
as she rests in the arms of our heavenly Father.



Why? Because 
nothing matters 
more than sharing 
God’s love for  
the world.

www.globalinteraction.org.au

1800 329 165
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