
In this study we interpret these places as our friends and family, our 

neighbourhood, the marginalised and the least-reached people of our 

world. Ultimately this plan requires us to ‘go’ to someone somewhere! 

The mission God calls us to is always present. Many churches will set aside 

a particular month to focus on this mission, particularly our calling to go to 

the “ends of the earth” to make disciples. 

What will you do to be a witness and who will you go to?

The following studies form part of the Global Interaction May Mission Month 

resource to help you and your church focus on and broaden your understanding 

of mission. This year we share some tools to tackle this plan so that together 

we will reach many more people with the transforming message of Jesus.

Jesus instructed His followers to spread His teachings to all the 
nations of the world (The Great Commission). But what sounds like 

a ridiculously huge task was given a plan in Acts. 

BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE 

POWER WHEN THE HOLY 

SPIRIT COMES ON YOU; AND 

YOU WILL BE MY WITNESSES 

IN JERUSALEM, AND IN ALL 

JUDEA AND SAMARIA, AND 

TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

Acts 1:8 (NIV) 

Use as a small group study. 

Read the passage and discuss 

the questions together. As a 

group, choose to support a Global 

Interaction cross-cultural worker 

or project as part of your giving 

to mission.

How to use this resource

If you are not part of a small group, 

use the passages and questions 

to guide your daily time with God. 

Meditate on the Bible verses, journal 

your responses to the discussion 

questions and challenge yourself to 

learn more about the people around 

you and overseas who need to hear 

the message of Jesus.

For pastors or leaders, visit the 

May Mission Month page www.

globalinteraction.org.au/mmm. 

Here you will find detailed sermon 

notes, children’s activities, DVD 

clips plus extra resources that will 

help you involve your congregation 

and small group throughout May 

Mission Month.

� � �

WE ALL LOVE VISUAL REMINDERS – we’ve created 

a series of five striking postcards to keep Acts 1:8 in 

your mind. Stick them on your pin board, wall or use as 

a bookmark for your Bible (if you still read paper!) 

Order for free or print your own at 

www.globalinteraction.org.au/MMM/postcards
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☼ 
introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8

Remember when it was wonderful to be told, regularly, that you were special? 

Maybe you heard lots of talks assuring you that you could do anything. “The world is 

your oyster, you can change the world, you will make a difference!” You gravitated 

towards the parts of the Bible that reminded you that you are deeply loved.

And you are. 

So it stood to reason that as you grew up everyone, not just your family and your 

God, would love you as well. You’d be famous. Then you finished school and 

discovered everyone thought they were special and unique. Suddenly it got harder 

to stand out from the crowd. 

� read & discuss

Read Matthew 5:13-16

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 

Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 

and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”

 › Think of a time you humbly served a person or a group (and therefore Jesus). 

Discuss about how you found the experience.

 › When you read the collective term ‘you’ in the passage, what difference does it 

make to the meaning compared with a singular term ‘you’?

Read Acts 1:8

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

 › How does collective thinking (‘you’ as the people of God) impact how we might 

carry out Jesus’ mission?

 › What are some gifts and skills God has blessed you personally with?

 › If those personal gifts are actually gifts to the collective people of God, how could 

you contribute to the collective mission Jesus has given? 

� pray

Look once again at Jesus’ words in Acts 

and pray them in a way that applies to 

your church.

Lord, we pray that (church/

community) would recognise the 

Holy Spirit’s power and be your 

witnesses in (Jerusalem – our 

friends/family), (Judea – our 

neighbours), (Samaria – those that 

are marginalised in our community) 

and to all the ends of the earth 

(the countries we prayerfully and 

financially support).

Expand your prayer to include those 

issues or needs that God brings to your 

(collective!) minds.

OR YOU?

You
week 1
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☼ 
introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” Acts 1:8

Jesus’ commissioning to His followers began with the calling to share His story right 

in their own capital city. A city that was the centre of Jewish expression of faith. 

While in some ways it may have been easy to begin here, imagine telling family, 

teachers and leaders you have information they don’t. It sounds a bit arrogant! Yet 

this was the task Jesus set them.

� read

Read Acts 2:1-14

“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together 

in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent 

wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where 

they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of 

fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

other tongues as the Spirit enabled them. Now there were 

staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 

under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came 

together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own 

language being spoken… Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all 

of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say.’”

� discuss

Until the events of Acts 2, the teachings of Jesus were known 

to have been shared in groups, families and towns. As an 

international crowd gathered in Jerusalem, the disciples had 

the opportunity to share the Good News locally and see that 

message spread far.

 › You probably don’t need to learn a whole new language 

to communicate God’s story with friends and work mates. 

Still, not everyone means the same things with the words 

they use (it was a strange day when ‘fully sick’ became 

a good thing!). What area of culture or language might 

you need to learn more about to communicate with others 

(younger people, work mates, uni students)?

 › As a Christian you will likely be growing because of 

God’s leading. What might your friends or family notice is 

different about you?

 › If your behaviour has changed and people ask you about it, 

how could you explain it? How could this explanation point 

people to Jesus and be said in a way that is respectful? 

Use a specific example if that helps.

 › What questions of meaning and faith could you ask friends 

or work mates who do not yet follow Jesus?

RIGHT WHERE YOU ARE

Jerusalem
week 2

www.globalinteraction.org.au/mmm



☼ 
introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 (NIV)

As followers of Jesus we are mindful of the calling to meet the physical and 

spiritual needs of people around us. Many churches work to provide food 

hampers, support groups and classes to address needs in their neighbourhoods. 

Jesus, when sending out His disciples, gave a very curious instruction…

� read

Read Luke 10:1-7

“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent 

them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go. He told them, ‘The harvest 

is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 

Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not 

take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on 

the road. When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this 

house.’ If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace 

will rest on them; if not, it will return to you. Stay there, eating 

and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves 

his wages. Do not move around from house to house.’”

� discuss

Jesus instructed the disciples not to bring food but to eat 

what was provided. The context is important. In the Hebrew 

culture, hospitality was as natural as breathing, so even a 

stranger would be welcomed and provided a meal. Still, by 

being the receivers rather than the givers, the disciples were 

on the back foot in terms of a power relationship.

 › Can you think of examples of times when Jesus ensured 

the person He was talking to had the opportunity to give 

or participate rather than only receive? (Try John 4, 

Luke 7:38-38 and John 11:39)   

 › How could the sharing of faith be strengthened when both 

people are given the opportunity to give and receive?

 › In your neighbourhood there are people who have both 

physical and spiritual needs. How do you get to know them 

better? 

 › Who are the people in your neighbourhood you are serving 

and what talents or experiences do they have to give?  

“OUR” NEIGHBOURHOOD

Judea
week 3
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THE MARGINALISED

Samaria
week 4

☼ 
introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” Acts 1:8

The term ‘Good Samaritan’ has become a part of our everyday language to refer 

to someone who has done a good or kind act. In our Aussie context being a Good 

Samaritan does not sound shocking or ironic. However, a Samaritan to Jewish ears 

in Biblical times was someone to be avoided, hated and certainly not trusted. In our 

context, we name these people ‘the marginalised’.

� read

Read Acts 8:4-8

“Those who had been scattered preached the word 

wherever they went. Philip went down to a city in Samaria 

and proclaimed the Messiah there. When the crowds heard 

Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid close 

attention to what he said. For with shrieks, impure spirits 

came out of many, and many who were paralysed or lame 

were healed. So there was great joy in that city.”

� discuss

Philip was willing to cross social and religious barriers to go 

to the hated Samaritans. He understood that God called 

him to love these people and that God’s mission extends to 

even them.

 › Why might the Samaritans have been so joyful about 

Phillip’s message and work?

 › Who are the marginalised in Australian society and in the 

city or town where you live? 

 › Are there any bad experiences or prejudices you have to 

ask God to help you overcome?

 › How can your church or small group specifically build 

relationships with marginalised people?

www.globalinteraction.org.au/mmm



� read

Read Acts 13:44-52

"On the next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to 

hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the crowds, 

they were filled with jealousy. They began to contradict what 

Paul was saying and heaped abuse on him. Then Paul and 

Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak the word 

of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider 

yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 

For this is what the Lord has commanded us: ‘I have made 

you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to 

the ends of the earth.’ When the Gentiles heard this, they 

were glad and honoured the word of the Lord; and all who 

were appointed for eternal life believed. The word of the Lord 

spread through the whole region."

Read Matthew 28:19-20 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.”

� discuss

When Jesus’ disciples shared the Good News, they began 

with people like themselves. People who spoke their 

language, shared their faith in God and lived close by. Even as 

Paul travelled, he began by sharing at the town’s synagogue. 

Yet culture and heritage would not stop them, and they 

shared Good News with people not like themselves.

 › It has been almost 2000 years since Jesus commissioned 

His followers to make disciples of all nations. We can 

now travel to many countries and call anyone for almost 

nothing online. So why hasn’t the message gotten out to 

everyone? What might be preventing groups of people from 

learning about the Good News of Jesus in a way they can 

understand?

 › If God sent your small group to share His story of hope to a 

least-reached people group, in a country far from Australia, 

how would you prepare? What would you need to know? 

Where would you begin?

 › How can you become more aware of global mission, 

particularly to the least-reached?

THE LEAST-REACHED

Ends of the earth
week 5

☼ 
introduction

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8

The biggest challenge and the greatest opportunity for the Gospel to continue to 

spread around the world is with those who are known as ‘least-reached’. They are 

the two billion people in the world today who will go from birth to death without ever 

hearing the Good News about Jesus in a way they can understand. 
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