WEEK 4: Listening to the World

Before you do the readings this week, we would like you to take a moment and watch a
youtube clip
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The Call
Os Guinness. Extracts from The Call: Finding and fulfilling the central purpose of your life,
7998 pp. 45-53

God normally calls us along the line of our giftedness, but the purpose of giftedness Is
stewardship and service, not selfishness. It lines up in response to God's call alongside other
factors, such as family heritage, our own life opportunities, God's guidance, and our
unquestioning readiness to do what he shows. A sense of calling should precede a choice of
job and career, and the main way to discover calling is along the line of what we are each
created and gifted to be. Instead of *You are what you do,” calling says: "Do what you are."
As the great Christian poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote in his poem about kingfishers and
dragonflies, "What | do is me: for that | came.”

Others broaden the testing to discover both spiritual and natural gifts, but they divorce the
discovery of giftedness from the worship and listening that is essential to calling - thus
deepening the Protestant distortion further. The result is a heightened awareness of
giftedness, but the emphasis on giftedness leads toward seffishness rather than stewardship.
Archbishop William Temple underscored this danger stemly. To make the choice of career or
profession on selfish grounds, without a true sense of calling, is “probably the greatest single
sin any young person can commit, for it is the defiberate withdrawal from allegiance to God of
the greatest part of time and strength.”

God does call us to “be ourseives” and "do what we are." But we are only truly “ourselves”
and can only truly "do what we are” when we follow God's call. Giftedness that is “ours for
others” is therefore not selfishness but service that is perfect freedom.

First, we must remember the distinction between the individual (or particular) calling and the
corporate (or general) calling. Anyone citing his or her individual cailing as grounds for
rejecting the church’s corporate calling is self-deluded.

Second, we must remember the distinction between a later, special calling and our original,
ordinary calling. The very notion of a special call by God often betrays the fact that something
is awry in understanding the eriginal call.

Third, we must remember the distinction between something being central to our calling and
something being peripheral. Whatever is the heart of our calling is work that fulfills us because
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it employs our deepest gifts.

Fourth, we must remember the distinction betwaen the clarity of calling and the mystery of
calling. Oswald Chambers even said, writing of a special call:

If you can tell where you got the call of God and all about it, | question whether you have ever
had a call. The call of God does not come like that, it is much more supematural, The
realization of it in 2 man’s life may come with a sudden thunder-clap or with a gradual
dawning, but in whatever way It comes it comes with the undercurrent of the supematural,
something that cannot be put into words.

In many cases a clear sense of calling comes ondy through a time of searching, inciuding trial
and exror,

Solzhenitsyn exemplifies Soren Kierkegaard's observation that life Is lived forward but
understood backward.

Many lives have a mystical sense, but not everyone reads if aright. More often that not it is
given to us in cryptic form, and when we fail to decipher it, we despair because our lives seem
meaningless. The secret of a great life is often a man's success in deciphening the mysterious
symbols vouchsafed to him, understanding them and so learning to walk in the true path.

Finishing the Task
Ralph D Winter and Bruce Koch(international Journal of Frontier Missions)



Finishing the Task:
The Unreached Peoples Challenge

"Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed. For [ am going
to do something in your days that you would not believe,

by Ralph D. Winter and Bruce A. Koch

Gm‘s promise to bless all the
“families of the earth.” first given
to Abraham 4000 years ago, Is
becoming & reality 81 & pacs “you
would not believe.” Although some
may dispute some of the deralls, the
overall trend 15 Indisputable. Biblical
faith Is growing and spreading to the
ends of the earth as never before tn
history.

The Amazing Progress

One of every ten people on the
planet is of the Bible-reading, Bible.
believing stream of Christianity. The
number of believers in what used
be “mission flelds” now surpasses the
number of believers in the countries
from which missionaries were origi-
nally sent. In fact, more missionaries
are now  sent from  non-Western
churches than from the traditional
mission-sending bases In the West,
The Protestant growth rate in Latin
Americe ks well over three times the
biological growth rate

It took 18 centuries for dedicated
believers t©o grow from 0% of the
world's population to 2.5% in 1900,
only 70 years to grow from 2.5% to
5% in 1670, and just the last 30
years to grow from 5% to 11.2% of the
world population. Now for the first
time in history, there Is one bellever
for every nine people worldwide wio
aren't ballevers,

Protestants in China grew from
about gne million to over 80 million
believers in less than 50 years. with

most of that growth occurring In just
the last few decades. In the 1980s,
Nepal was still a staunch Hindu king-

even if you were told " (Habalkkuk 1.5)

be billions who would never come to
faith. They would be held at a dis-
tance from the gospel by boundaries

dom with only a small per d
church. Today there are hundreds of
thousands of believers, and churches
have boen started within each of the
more than 100 distinct peaple groups.

A Tragic Reality

While this amazing progress of
the gospel gives much cause for
rejoicing, it obscures a ragic reality.
How could that be? The fact 1s that
the gospel often expands within a
cammunity, but does not normally
Jump across boundarles between peo-
ples, especially boundaries that are
created by hate or prejudice. Peaple
can Influence thelr “neir neighbors®
whose language and culture they un
derstand, but where there Is a preju-
dice bourdary, religious faith, which
is almost always bound up with many
cultural features of the first group,
simply does not easily jump to the
next group, uniess that group desires
to adopt the other's culture in prefer.
ence 1o its own

So what does this mean? 1 all the
members of every church in the world
were (0 bring every one of thelr
friends and relatives within the same
cultural group to obedlent faith in
Christ, ard they in turn were sble to
being all their friends and relatives o
Christ and s0 on, no matter how
much tme you allow, there would stifl

of prejudice and culture, The church
does not reedily grow within peoples
where relovant churches do not exist,
One third of the individusls in the
world live within peoples with no
church, They aro no more spirttually
“lost” than your cousin who has never
gone to chureh, but unlike your cou-
sin, there s ne church made up of
people like themselves with whom
they can fellowship.

Thus, while there are stll tens of
miltions who have never heard the
name “"Jesus™ at all, there are hun-
dreds of milllons mare who may have
heard of Jesus, and may even have
high regerd for Him. but whe cannot
see @ way to become His disciples.
Standing before them are bartiers
ranging from the relatively tivial o
the il w‘, Insur ble,many
of them beyond the demands of the
gospel, Cornellus In Acts 10 woukl
have had to cross the barrler of cir-
cumecision as an adult—a painful and
ectually dangerous price to pay for
entrance Into fellowshlp with Jewish
believers. A Musim Turk similasly
faces huge obstacles if he were to
become a “Christlan.” All hts Hfe he
hass been told, “To be a Turk is to be a
Muslim® To him, Christanity is the
religion of the barbarian "Infidel” Cru-
saders who brutally ravaged the land
and peoples of Turkey, Muslisn and
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Christian alike. To becomne a Chris-
than Is 1o become a traltoe turning his
back on his family, community, and
cauntry

To All Nations

We shoukin't really be surprised
o see the thrilling advances of the
gospel all over the world, That is
exactdy what Jesus sald would take
place, *And this gaspel of the kingdom
shall be preached In the whole woeld
for a witness to all the nations, and
then the end shall come® (Matthew
24:14). A Gose look at the end of this
verse says a lot about what we should
watch and work for at the end of the
age. Jesus says that as the mission-
ary task is completed, there will be “a
witness to all the nations,”

By “witness® Jesus was saying
that the “gospel of the kingdom® will
be established in open view through-
out entire human communities, The
gospel of the kingdom is Christ pre-
valling aver evil, liberating people so
that they can live obediently free
under His mastery and blessing, God
wants a persuasive display of that
kingdom victory exhibited in every
people. What better exhible of God's
kingdom than & comununity of people
who are living under Christ's king
ship? That's why we should aim at
church planting movements within
every people, While not the only way
tw glorify Cod, nothing puts Christ's
lordship on display like a community
of peogle dedicated to follow Him,

By the phrase "all the nations,
Jesus was not referting at all to coun
tries or nation-states. The wording he
chase (the Greek word ethne) Instead
points to the ethnicithes, the languages
and the extended families which con-
stitute the peoples of the earth,

Who are these peoples? Jesus did
not provide a list of the peoples, He
did not define the kbea of peoples with
precise detail What matters mast is
not that the peoples can be counted,

Finishing the Task

but that the missionary task will be
campleted within all the peoples of the
earth, We'll know we are finished only
when & visible testimony to the gospel
of the kingdom-—a church planting
movement—has  been  established
within every people,

Four Different
Approaches

In order to work together strategi-
cally, mission leaders have been refin
Ing the concept of “people groups” as
a mough measure of our progress
toward completing the entire task,
There are four useful ways of Jooking

mission tesk, in the senso that every
person has a reasonable cpportunity
to respand to the gospel.

1} Blocs of peoples for global
perspective and strategy. 8locs of
peoples are a Nmited ber of sum
mary categories Into which we can
place peaples in order to analyze them

Major Cultural Blocs: We have
grouped peoples, particularly
‘unreached” peoples, along major cul-
tural lines according to the predomi-
nant religion within the group. The
major cultural blocs of unreached
peoples were: Muslir, Hiwdu, Bud-
dhist. Tribal. Chinese, and Others.!

Believers as a Percent
Population in the 20th

of Total World
entury

It took 18 centurics for dedicated
world's population to 2.5% in 1900,

11.2%. For the first time in history,
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2.5% to 5%, nnd just over the last 30| years to grow from S% to
nine people worldwide who aren't by

wcrsto%owﬁ'mnm:)flhc
t only 70 years to grow from

is now one believer for every
thievers.

at the idea of prople groups: Blocs of
peoples, edhnolinguistic peaples, socl-
opeoples, and unimax peaples. The

first two arc especially useful for sum

marizing the total task and developing
strategies and  patnerships  ©
approach known peoples. The former
two are mare useful for those who are
on the field working to  establish
churches. Each Is of significant value
and corresponds to & distinet aspect
of strategic thinking. Only one allows
us to speak of closure of the esserial

This model allows us to summarize
the remalning task in relation o the
pocential mission force.

Affinity  Blocs: Pawick  John-
stone has suggested another model
which combines ses of closely related
ethnolinguistic peoples into “people
clusters” and further combines people
clustees into “sffinity blocs”™ based an
language, history, culture, etc. The 12
blocs that comprise the majority of
the least evangelized peoples® are.
African Sahel, Cushitic, Arab World,
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Iranian, Turkic, South Asian, Tibetan,
East Asian, South East Asian, Malay,
and Eurasian. Combining groups
along these lines enables mission
organizations to begin exploring ways
of establishing strategic partnerships
o reach ralated peoples,

2) Ethnolinguistic peoples for
mission mobilization and prepar-
ation. An ethnolinguistic people is an
ethnic or racial group distinguished by
Its solf Sdentity with taditions of com
mon descend, history, customs, and
language.

The Tax people from the Black
Sea region of Turkey, for example, are
easily identified by other Turks not
only by their distinctive faclal fea-
tures, but also by their unique “ro-
mantic™  pranuncla-
tion of Turkish,

Sometimes what
appears Initally to be
& single ethnolinguis-
tic group tums out,
in fact, to be many
mare, Carmeron
Townsend, the
founder of Wycliffe,
began his  Bible
translatlon work with
the Cakchiquel of
Cuntemnala. The
translators who fol-
lowed him discovered
that the Cakchiquel
could not be reached
with one transtation,
but needed transla.
tions for six distinct
dinlects. It iy likely
that had they preduced gospel cas-
settes rather than written transla-
tions, they would have ta turget even
maore dialects, Cultural prejudices and
differences in speech often make peo
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misston  researchers have produced
fairly comprehensive lists of ethnolin.
guistic peoples, These lists have ghwen
4 great boost w the cause of froatier
misslon. Much of the Information is
belng used to make profiles and other
refevant Information widely available
through printed media and the world-
wide web, 4

People blocs and ethnolinguistic
lists give us a simple way to kdentify
peoples and make the larger body of
Christ aware of thelr existence and
the need to reach them. The ethmolin-
gutstic  approach  sthmulates  prayer
and Indtal planning for specific peo-
ples leading to serious strategic efforts
to evangedize them,

3} Sociopeoples and prelimi-
nary evangellsm A sociopeople is =
relatively small association of peers
who have an affinity for one another
based upon a shared interest, activity,
ar occ

ple unwilling ta listen to a 8
spoken by a member of a different
group even tiwugh it appears the
same on the printed page,

Recent cooperative efforts among

L

Once we actually send long-term

oot "

fes to a p
field, they have to learn & great deal
just to be able to live, communicate,

and better understand the target peo-
ple. After the initial phase of cultural
Jearning and adaption, the question
remains as to haw to begin to estab-
Hsh & church within that people,
Quite often we can effectively
evangelize Individuals by starting 2
Bible study or a small prayer group
within these specialized groups. The
group may be women who wash at the
river, taxicab drivers, college students
Hving Indoors, or new arrivals in the
big ity from a particular rural group.
There are almost unlimited potential
opportunities for this type of group
evangelism tn our world today. For
missian purposes, we can woek with
soclopeoples for preliminary evangel-
Ism as an Intermediate bridge to long-
range church planting.
Thus, approaching
@ soclopcople can be
strategic In giving a
focus for ministey
among a specific sub-
set of the jarger soclety
as a first step to full-
blown  chwurch  plant-
ing. Some types of
groups may prove to
be especlally helpful
when establishing
churches, while others
may hinder the pro-
cess. Natural leaders
and Bible teachers for
churches might be dis-
covered by first reach-
Ing businessmen ar
teachers. Some have

eyen managed to be ef-
fective among religious leaders such
as Buddhi ks and Muslim mul-

lahs, who are already recognized as
spiritual leaders. On the other hand,
you could choose the wrang group,
such as focusing on chifdren’s minis-
try for Initial evangelism within & peo-
ple.which in nearly every case woukd
be interpreted as a threat to their nat-
ural families,
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4) Unimax peoples for people
movements to Christ A unimax peo-
ple is the maximum sized group suffi-
clently uniffed to be the targer of & sin-
gle people movement to Christ, where
“unified” refers to the fact chat there
are no significant basriers of either

i ding or T to stop
the spread of the gospel,

In 1982, mission leaders ham
mered out a useful definition for &
“people group.“For evangelistic pur-
poses [a peaple group) Is “the largest
group within which the gospel can
spread as & church planting movement
without encountering barrfers of under-
standing or acceptance.” see above)

The term “unreached pc:r::pll:s'5 is
used widely today to refer to ethnolin-
guistic peoples, which are based on
ather criterla and would normally be
larger In size than groups as defined
in the 1982 definition. To avold confu-
ston and help clarify the missiological
task before us, we can use the term
undmax peoples to distinguish  the
kind of group intended by the 1982
definitions.

Jungle tribes and other small,
remote peoples are al iways sin-
gl unimax peoples. Discovering uni-
max realities within larger ethnolingu-
istic peoples In complete societies Is &
bit more challenging

While language Is often a primary
means by which a person under-
stands his or her cultural identity, In
order to reach all peoples we must
consider other Factors that keep peo
ples separate, Religlon, class distine-
tions, education, pelitical and ideolog-
lcal  convictions, historical  enmity
between clans or tubes, customs and
behaviors, etc., all have pocential to
develop strong cultural boundaries
within ethnolinguistic clusters of unl.
max peoples.This fact alone helps 1o
explain the differing numbers for the
tatals of “unreached proples.”

For example, India cannot be

approached on an  cthnolinguistic

Finishing the Task

basis alone. In addition to over 1600
major langusges and dialects, India is
further divided by religion, caste and
other socio-cubtural barriers. A so-
ciological survey In 1991 identified
4,635 peoples in India slone,

Sadly, neighboring groups often
hate and fear each other. Thus, In the
early stages of evangelism such
groups often tefuse to became part of
the same “poople movement” church,

——
What is needed in every
people group is for the
gospel to begin moving
throughout the group
with such compelling,
life-giving power

that the resulting
churches can
themselves finish
spreading the gospel to
every person.

Rivalries between major clans among
the Muslim Somall people are so
severe that they have almost dragged
the entire country into ruin, In the
early stages of evangsllsm and church
planting such simmering hostilities
will Hkefy mean that such groups can
most effectively be approached with
the pospel message sep fy. The
bright hope of the gospel Is, of course,
that new Christ-following movements
in such settings of strife will work for
the healing of enmities between peo-
ples.

Indeed, histary shows that even.
tually a host of smaller hostile groups,

once they become Christian, start o
coalesce into larger groups. For exam-
ple, at the time Christianity frst
began to be adopted in the Scanding-
vian area, hundreds of mutually bos
tite tribes Inhabited the region. The
Nocwegian, Swedish and Danish
spheres today are the result of wide-
spread reconciliation and consequent
unification resulting from the sdop
tion of Christian faith on the part of

many sraller, formerly warring
groups.
The first three approaches to peo-

ple group thinking as blocs, as ethno
linguistic peoples, and as sociopeo-
ples  mre  each  helpful 0o
understanding and responding to the
task to which Christ has commds.
sloned us. Yet they all, In one way or
anather, point the way toward begin-
nings, This fourth (unimax) way of
looking at peoples has more to do
with finishing, not In the sense that
there Is nothing left to do. but in the
sense that the essential first step flor
the gospol to flourish within a people
has been accomplished. The unimex
approach to peoples can help us press
on toward closure-—our corporate fin-
ishing of what is completable about
Christ’s misslon mandate,

The value of the unimax spproach
Hes In the way It identifies boundaries
hindering the flow of the gospel, while
at the same time firing the ambitions
of dedicated Christians 1o pursue the
evangelization of the peoples beyond
those boundaries, leaving no small
group sealed off within & larger group.

Counting the Peoples
These often subtle bur powerful
soclo-cultural barriers  exist  within
groups which often appear unifed to
outside observers. Some have dis-
missedt the usefulness of the unimax
concept because socio-cultural preju-
dice barriers canmeit eastly be identi-
fied or precisely quentified But even
though intanglble “prejudice barriers®
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cannot be quantified, these factors are
not Irredevant, What could be more
impartant than identifying and pene.
trating every barrier which holds peo-
ple from followlng Chirist?

The unimax peoples definition
was never intended to quantify pre.
cisely the wotal sk, Instead. it helps
us recugnize when the unireached peo.
ples task Is finished, and identify
where that task is not yet begun,

Approaching Peoples
Cautiously

Each of these four approaches to
varivus kinds of peoples has a proper
and valuable use. Blocs help us sum
up the task. Thwe ethnalinguistic
approach helps us mobilize, Seckapeo-
ples help us begin evangelizing, But
beware of focusing church planting
efforts an socippeoples or ethnalinguls-
te pooples which simply appear on &
list. There is often discouragement or,
even worse, a deliberate, typically
American “people blindness” as work-
ers find that there are many more
people groups then they expected to
find The opposite can hsppen, oo,
Sometimes the very same peoplo
group Is Hsted twice because o Is
found on both sides of a paolitical
boundary. In actuality, it is the same
people group. It may only need & sin-
gle church planting effort bridging the
palitical line. For exampbe, Uzbek
groups are reported In 20 countries in
addition to those in Uzbekistan.

In contrast, the country of Uzbe-
kistan reparts 56 groups within it that
do not speak Uzbek, and only ane
{very large group-15 million strong)
that does! It Is almost certainly true
that this “one” large group represents
a number of diffecent groups that
need to be reached separately.

Using political boundaries w dis-
tinguish people groups Is llke drop-
ping cookie cutters down on the geo
graphical distribution of a people
group, then calling the pleces within
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each cutter a different type of dough.
Cranted, In many cases of extended
separstion groups do become distinct
especially if new migration ceases, but
not often antagonistic. In much of the
developlng world the concept of politi-
cal separation is quite artificial since
barders are often quite permeable.
Consider the challenge of the
Kurds. These fercely independent
peuple are found in a homeland that
spans at least five countries: Turkey,
Iran, Irag, Syria. and Azerbajjan. For
the sake of mission strategy they are
cartalnly  not  Just  one  people

We know that in every
place on earth the key
effort is not going to be
our wisdom or even
our hard work. It will
be God's sovereign
power breaking down
the strongholds of His
enemies fo bring His
glory to the ends of the

earth.

I
group.They are not even just seven
groups. In addition to having four
major Janguage subgroups, traditonal
rivalries keep them fighting one
anothee even when you would think
they would unite to fight non-Kusds
for the sake of a Kurdish homeland.

Missionaries need to be awaro of
the possibility as In the case of the
Kurds, that people are not ity
unified even il millions are In one
country, Yet, smaller populations of

7l

Kurds found in significent numbers in
13 countries outside of the "Kurdi
stan® home-land are potentially stra
tegic “bridge” populations back 1o
groups in thelr homeland area, And
those who are dislocated from thelr
natural  hoseland are  often  more
open o the gospel Once a remote
segment of a larger group cames (o
accept Chaist, it may become an ef-
fective bridge back to s people In
thelr homeland. Palitical boundaries
do not often Hmit the spresd of the
gospel. Of course. all of this “country
specific” information can be very use-
ful for planning strategy and forming
partnerships for reaching widely scat-
tered members of specific people
Broups.

The Essential
Missionary Task

What 15 needed In evary people
group is for the gospel (o begin mav-
ing throughout the group with such
compelling, Hfe-giving power that the
resulting churches can th Iy
finish spreading the guspel o every
person. Cood but lesser goals may
delay or distract us. Evangelism
amaong street vendors or students
might lead to discipleship groups for
personal growth and even evangelism,
But why stop short of anything less
than & burgeaning movement ol
Christ-followers  characterized by
whole families? Why not expect that
Gad Is well able and willing to attract
w His Son a substantgal movement
that will spread rapidly, spontanc-
ously and theroughly within whaole
peoples?

The essential missionary task Is
to establish a viable Indigenous church
planting movement that carvies the
potental to  renew  whole  extended
families and ransform wihole societies.
It Is vigble in that it can grow on its
own. indigenous meaning that it is not
seen as foredgn, and a church planting
movement that continues to reproduce
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Intergenerational fellowships that are
able  evangelize the rest of the peo-
ple group. Many refer to this achieve-
ment of an Indigenous church plant-
ing movement as & missiological
breakthrough.

We have done our basic mission
Jub when individuals within the socl-
ety {evon those outside of the church)
acknowfedge that the movement
belangs to thalr society. Only when
this level of cultural sdasptation is
achleved will the dynamdc, life-
changing love of Jesus become availa-
ble to move freely throughout the peo-
phe group. Donald McGavran referred
to these missiological breskthroughs
as “peopls mavements to Christ,” We
can hold this goal as the minimal
achievement within every peopie In or-
der to ghve a realistic opportunity for
everyone in that people group to say
“yes® w Jesus Chelst without adding
cultursl barriers to the already steep
spiritual demands of the gaspel. Only
in this way will we be able 1o give eve-
yone In the world a chance o say
“yes® to Christ and His Kingdom.
Jesus commidssioned us to accamplish
nothing less, We should settle for
nothing less.

The Missiological
Breakthrough

The word “closure” refers simply
to the dea of finishing, In the 1970s,
the Lord began o open the eyes of
many to the fact that the Irreductbly
easential mission task of 8 break-
through in overy people group was a
completable task, At the time, over
half of the world's population Hyed
within unreached people groups. Even
so, 4 small group of misskan activists
had the faith to bellove that if & move-
ment coukd be mobilized to focus
attentlon on thw unreached peoples,
which for & time were called “hidden
peaples,” then the essentlal mission
task could be completed within a few
decades. In faith, they colned the
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watchword “A Church for Every Peo-
plé by the Year 2000° o capture the
essence of the campletable nature of
the mission mandate. While no one
ever predicted that it would be come
plated by the end of the year 2000,
they were confident that it was pos-
sible. The watchword succeeded In
igniting the hearts of countless thou-
sands with a passion for seeing Christ
hanored, worshiped and  obeyed

peoples, there can be only three possi.
bilities: (1) definitely reached, {(2) defl-
nitely unreached, and (3) doubefully
reached, Logically we expect to focus
var highest priority encrgles on those
that are in  doubt or definitely
unreached. Just as in the case of ask
ing, how many unreached peoples are
there, we cannot very well evaluate
whecher a group has truly had a mis-
jological breakthrough from & dis-

within every people. God was at work
In simillar ways among athess in order
to birth the now global movement

tance or from sources that are not
concerned with such things,
We can make some well informed

focused on the unreached peopl
chabenge, Today we are seeing the
fulfillment of vision that only 8 few
dared to dream just two decades ago.
It ks unreasonable to even talk of
evangelizing every person, since day
by day hundreds of thousands of chil-
dren grow into the age of accountabil-

Pl about p e or absence of
a church movement from quantifiable
data. But what il an enthnolinguistic
people Is actually a cluster of unimax
peoples and one of them is experi-
encing a church planting explesion,
other groups in the cluster have little
hing h Ing? The p

ity. By contrast, the idea of “A Church
for Bvery People” is one possible and
reasonable approximation of what the
Great Commission may mean. and it
is a completable task. We know of no
better Interpretation of what It means
o fulfill Jesus'mandate to have a “wit-
ness” among cvery people or fn other
words m “disciple ali the nations”
{Matt 24:14; 28:18,20).

We can confidently speak of cio-
sure o this unreached peoples mis-
sion, There were an estimated 17,000
unreachwd peoples In 1976, Today
there are an  estimated 10,000
unreached peoples (unimax pooples),
and 1 dy jc global 1L now
exists that is committed to estabiish-
ing "a church for every people,”

But how measurable Is the pres.
ence of a “viable Indigenous church
planting movement™? It might perhaps
be bettar to say “verifiable” than “mea-
sursble.” We don't normally say a
woman is partially pregnant, or that a
person is partially infected by AIDS,
Rather, In such cases we “verify” the
presence or absence of a coaxditlon.

In the case of reaching unimax

or W hapy
af those unreached unimax groups in
the same cluster, may dilute or even
vigorously oppase the movement In
the group that Is ablaze for Cod. Sec
ondly, the growth of the church in the
ane snay divert missionary attention
from the needs of the cther

More Than Closure

What Cod will do is atways more
thun whst He has given us w do. He
has ghven us a clear and simple thing
tw finish: to see that Christ 1 wor-
shiped and followed In every people.
That is the essentisl missionary task,
This we must do with utmost focus
and passion until it is finkshed. But
there is still more to be dane. The mis-
siological breakthrough is just the
beginning of all that Cod intends to
do within every people, God will con-
tnue to fulfill His promise 1o undo the
works of Satan and bring forth the
biessing of Abraham to all peoples.

How did Jesus teach His disciples
to pray? “Thy Kingdom cormne, Thy will
be dane one earth as it is In heaven.”
Our concept of God's destre to reach
all peoples and persons is obviously
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part of His desire for His Kingdom to
come on earth. Other verses say that
He looks toward the time when all the
nations of the world wili declare His
glory (Isa 66:19).

Thus, we look confidently forward
to the time when “the kingdoms of
this workd are become the kingdoms
of our Lord, and of His Christ, and He
shall reign forever and ever™(Rev
11:15). Surely God secks to vanquish
the “rulers of the darkness of this
earth” (Eph 6:12)

Fairly soon there may not be &
single “kingdom of this world® where
His name 15 not glocifled. A spiritual
breakthrough into every people Is a
precursor to making the gospel availa-
ble to every person on earth. Satan
holds whote peoples In bondage. We
can’t wrestle a single soul out of his
hand without challenging his author-
ity In that particulsr people group. In
each growp where no real break-
through has yet occurred, there will
be a "power encounter” between the
armies of God and the powers of dark-
ness. Conquering the “kingdoms of
this world® requires an Invasion of
God's glory within each people.

The apostie Paul was sent ta the
non-Jewish peoples specifically “to
open their eyes and tum them from
darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to Cod, so that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and & place
among those who are sanctified by
falth In me” {Acts 26:17-1B). Is it pos
sible that we have become so tied up
with our measurements of evangel
ism, social reform, and economic
growth that we have forgotten thast
God is primarily in the business of
expanding the reign of His Kingdom
and conquesing Satan?

That this Is primarily a spiritual
battle, certainly doss not mean we
can seof aside careful plorming and
training for evangelison and ploneer
penctration, and just sit back amd
pray that Ged will go out and do His
thing. Paul said,

Ralph Winter and Bruce Koch

“We Nght not ageieat fesk snd
blood  bat against  principalithes,
agalost powers, agalnst the s
of the darkness of this werld

agalost the spirtual foeces of evll In
the heavenly resims” {ph 6:12)

We know that It Is also our fAight,
not just His, and that we are joining
Him in His bawle against the Evil
Ornwe. We know that In every place on
earth the key effort is not going to be
our wisdam or even our hard work. It
will be all of that plus His sovereign
power Lreaking down the strongholds
of His enemies t bring His glory to
the ends of the earth.

Jesus gave us a clear mandate by
His unique suthorily to “disciple all
the peoples * of the world. We can and
must go all aut to abey Him. Certamly
we should take our ovangelistic mea-
surements serously, but not ss ulti
marte parameters of Cod's plan. We
must press forward, knowing that He
may evaluate things by measures we
cannot  fully  comprebend.  His
thoughts are highee than our
thoughts.

All of this cannot entirely be
brought together Into a single human
plan; yet, it calls upon every planning
effort, all creative approaches, and all
the sacrifice we can muster. We know
that all our measurements—ofl pec-
ples and persons-—-are merely objec
tive goals. It is more Important that
we arc with Him and He be with us,
that we be acting in obedience as He
leads us In our heavenly calling to
bless all the peoples of the earth,

Looking at the Task
Graphically

Althaugh the world Is large and
complex, there exist helpful methods
of quantifying progress toward closure
of the essential mission task. Modern
researchers are now able to collect.
manage and sununarize vast amounts
of data with the use of computers, We
owe a great deal to those who have
attempted ta trace the hand of God &s

He continues His pursult of afl peo-
ples® Al of our global charts and
graphs to date have been dependent
on the research of others as well as
our own esthmates where additional
estimates have been needed. However,
ne database can ever do more than
approxd the dy reality of
the world.

When leoking at the charts In this
artiche, you need to understand how
we are using the predominant religlon
within a group as a cultural feature to
tag the group as a whole This dees
not mean that every person in the
group s 8 member of that religion.
Thus, you can have a Muslim group
that s “reached” If there is a church
movement within it evens though the
group is stifl predominantly Muslim.

All of the charts in this chapter,
except those on the “protostant Mis
sion Force," amre derived from the
numbers on the “All Humanity In Mis-
sion Perspective” chart (page 521).

The Great Imbalance

Looking at “The Globe at a
Glance” {p. 520}, you can readily see
that the bulk of the individusls who
itve within unrcached groups (white)
are within the Muslim, Tribal, Hindu,
and Buddhist blocs, We need to con-
tinue to send well trained and In-
sightful misslonaries to these chal
lenging peoples. There have been
sume very encouraging people move.
ments within & Hmited npumber of
Hindu, Buddhist, and Musiim groups.
These three blocs are often seen as
the mast resistant, but we are learn-
ing that when s people seems “resist-
ant® It may only mean our approach
has been defective. Hall of thase living
within unreached pecples are In the
Muslim blac which is a bloc thar has
very favorable attieudes toward Jesus
Christ

Only an estimared 10,000 of the
globa! furefgn mission force’ are woek-
ing within the 10,000 unreachod
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The Great Imbalance
Reached

Paople Groups
| 14,000
Non-Christians

10000 |

[ so% |

Protestant Misslonarics
74%

|, Christians

Non-Christians within
reached groups

Sowrces: David L. Sarmen, Todd M. johmion.% etck jumatons®

groups, while 41 times that numbes of
foreign misslonaries continue to wark
within people groups slready reachnd,
What an imbalance! Even If you
Inchude the foreign missionaries work-
Ing with Christians within the entire
major cultural blocs, reached and
unreachod {see chart below and page
522), It is still & glaring fact that most
forelgn missionaries work within peo-
ples which are predominantly Chris-
tlan

Patrick Johnstone analyzed the
data In Operadon Warkd 93 1o approx-
imate distribution of the Protestant
Misslon Fom!stsm! page 522). While
this s a more positive picture than we
have ever seen before, it still shows a
great imbalance In thae only 26 per-
cent of the "Protestant” mission effort
is going to the two-thirds of the world
that Is predominantly non-Christian.
It will take the best efforts of the best
the Church has to offer if we are to
complete the task of fronther mission
any time soon.

After nearly 2000 years. 10,000

Finishing the Task

unimax peoples encompassing 2
billion people still live beyond
the reach of any local church,

The Great
Momentum

Whie talking about billlons
of people might seem over-
whelming, astounding progress
continues to be made. In 1974,
we were stunned by the revela-
thon thal three cut of four of the
non-Christans in  the world
were beyond the reach of same-
culture evangelism. Today, only
one out of every two nom
Christians is beyond reach! An-
ecasy-to-remember new  insight
which you can easily see in the
chart on pege 519 Is that you
can divide the world up into
meaningful thirds. One third of
the world would at least claim to
be Christian; another third are
non-Christians  that  live  within
reached peoples: the final third are
non Christians within unreached peo
pies.  Again this 15 significant
progress, in 1974 approximately hall
of the warld's population was beyond
the reach of the church. In fact, for
the first time in history there are
fewer nan-Christians within
unreached groups than there are
within reached groups! As missionar-

fes d in blishing church
mavements in maore unreached pen
ples, that is exactly what you would
expect to bappen.

We are in the final era of mis-
sions, For the first time in history it Is
possible to see the end of the tunnel
whien there will be a church move-
ment within the language and social
structure of every people group on
earth; powerful face o face evangel
Ism taking over In all pooples. Cod Is
moving throughout His global body to
fulfill His promise to the nations in
ways that we could not possibly have
imagined 20 years ago. Thousands of
new missionary recrults are no longer
coming just from the West, but also
from Asia, Africs and Latin America—
fruits of miss Y
wholeheartedly embracing the Great
Commission. More so tian ever before
It &s a global, cooperative movement.
We have to be prepared for new part-
nerships  new  insights,  and  new
approsches by non-Western mission
structures. At the same time we need
to recognize that the Western mission-
ary story i a resecrvolr of mission
expecience thet can serve the emerg-
ing missions.

The Job Is large, bur redatively
small for the enocmous body of believ-
ers around the world, There are
approximately 670 churches In the

Number of Foreign Missionaries per Million in Major Cultural Blocs
185.6
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Finishing the Task

Distribution of Protestant Mission Force Within the Major Cultural Blocs
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Only one out of every four missionaries is working in a pioneer frontier ministry
among non-Christian peoples of the major religious blocs.

These two charts represent an inclusive view of the Protestant Mission Force. They include foreign missionaries,
missionaries working within their own countries (both crossOculturally end in near cultures) bi-vocational
missionaries, and home and staff who arc classificd as missionarics who support fickl missionancs. The breakdown
was a preliminary asscssment based on scveral days of nnalysis done specifically for this article.

Saurce: Pasrck Jobmstomed

Distribution of Protestant Mission Force Relative to the Size of the Major Cultural Blocs
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world for every remaining unreached
unimax people group! We need only a
small percentage of dedicated believ-
ers to be mobilized and equipped.
Judging the remaining task by the
potential work force makes it quite
small and within reach by comparison
w0 the forbidding prospect faced by
our forefathers.

Notice how much more doable the
mission task ssems when we focus on
the size of the potontial mission force
and on penetrating people groups,
Instesd of talking of evangelizing 2 bil-
lion individuals, we can talk of begin-
ning in approximately 3000 ethnolin-
guistic peaples and then finishing in
maybe as few as 10,000 unimax peo
ples. Within a very shart time all of
the 3000 "least evangelized® ethnolin-
gulstic groups will be tergeted and
engaged by soow  misslon-sending
structure in the world. It s alresdy
true for more than half of them!

Kentifying and penecrating  the
remaining unreached unimax peo-
ples—the great challonge of “discipling
all the nations™—still lies before us.
Cod will reveal the glory of His king-
dom among all peoples. We are within
range of finishing the task with more
momentum than ever before in his
tury, Be s part of it—"Declare His

glory among the nations!”

End Notes

i, For the charts in this chapter, the
Noo-Refigious and Jewish categockes
have been added for the sake of using
data as categorizad In the Work!
Chvlstian Encyciopedia although the
Jowtsh  category 5 ot always
graphed if oo small to be seen.

2, "Evangelized® is based on David B,
Barrett's “Index of Evangelzation™
and does not yet have o published

4.

5

Finishing the Task

Just search for “unreached people
profiles” and you're off and surfing,
The AD 2000 Mavement refers o
groups thut are less thun 2% Evan-
gelical or 5% Chaistian adberents

In the past, we have relied on a
varsety of expert sources for our fig-
ures and  estimates for our “All
H y in M Porsp .
chart. We are now using Information
supplied by Todd M. Johnscn of the
Work! Evangelestion Research Cen-
ter. Todd is famtllar with the unimax
principle and is a carstaker of the
data underlylng the Workd Christlan
Encydopedie (David B. Barrett. Ed)
His table reflects Todd's Interpreta-
tion of missiologically significant
groups within larger ethnolingulstic
peoples and gives estimates of the
numbers based upon analyzing sta-
tistical clues and making adjust-
ments where necessary. No attempe
has been made to adjust the est
mates o make them mare In line
with previous estimates. If you wers
to compare with previous charts, you
would notice that some of the num-
bers foe undmax groups within a bloc
have gone up Instead of down. In
fact. the overall number of estimated
unimax graups has Increased back to
our eartler published estimate of
10,000 from several years ago. This
can be attributed w a change in
source  and methodology.  Other
changes from previous versions of
this chart: 11 the Jews and non-
Religious/Atheist  categories  bave
been added. 21 because of the inclu-
sion of the non-Relighous/Atheist cat-
eory. the Chinese bloc was split
between thut category and the Chi-
nese folk bloc,

The globval  forelgn  mission  farce
Inchudes all kinds of Christians (Prat-
estants, Anglican, Roman Cathuolic,
Orthodax, etc.).

dedinition.,

3. To learn more aboust the usefulness of
these groupings see his marvelous
book. The Church is Bigger Than You
Think. Christlan Focus Publica.
tlons, "WEC,'WCL., 1081,

8. The hs for the P M;

Foros  were  generated  from  data
derived from Appendix 3, Protestant
Missionary Force found In the 1093
edition of Opevarion Workd. The caun.
try Agures were analyzed besed an
Parrick Johnstone's extenstve knowd-

edge of mission work arcund the
world. The separation of the cross.
cultural work foroe into the diffecent
rolighous bDlocks was A preliminary
analysis done specifically for this val-
ume. Missionaries in church develog
ment mindstries within non-Christisn
paoples are not inchuled tn the pio-
neer categocies, Gur thanks to Pat.
rick Johnstone and his assistant
Juson Mandryk  foe  thetr  willing
hearts and expediant laboe,

[Editor's Note: This article is a reprint
from the newly revised and world
famous Perspectives oo the World
Christisn Movement, A Reader, 1999,
William Carey Libeary. Permission
granted.|

After serving
ten years as

establis
School of World Mission at
Fuller Seminary. After ten
ears there, he and his wife,
oberta, founded a mission
society called the Fi
Missfon Fellowship (FMF) in
Pasadena, California,He is
the General Director of the

Frontier Mission Fellowship.
Bruce A. Koch
earned a B.A.
nthropology
from the
um of
ore
{oinlng the
‘rontier Mission
Fellowship in
1988. As an
FMF member, he has served in a
wide varlety of roles ranging
from Personnel Director to soft-
ware developer. Bruce condu
an ethnographic sutvc
large uneva. usl
anthro, ?cal and missio:
logical perspectives.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

What is the “essential mission task” according to the authors? How would you describe what
mission is?

Why do Christians send 9 out of 10 missionaries to already reached people groups? Why is
there such an imbalance?

What do you think is the most significant obstacle to unreached peoples becoming followers of
Jesus? Why? What will it take to overcome this challenge?

How has call to mission been described, portrayed or discussed by your Christian
community?
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Describe the groups/people you know whose ministries and lives are most influenced by
“mission dei"?

How is God is calling you to be invoived? What gifts/passions/abilities do you have and what
do you sense you could use these for in God's missionary enterprise?

38



FOR REFLECTION THIS WEEK

Blown by God toward newness
in Prayers for a Privieged People, Waller Bruggeman

The news is that God's wind is blowing.
It may be a breeze that
cools and comforts.
It may be a gust that
summoens you to notice.
It may be a storm that blows you where you have
never been before.

Whatever the wind is in your life,
pay attention toit. . .
and the blessing of God,
Father, Son, and Spirit,
will abide with you always.
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FURTHER READING

Books

Spiritual Disciplines Handbook, Adele Calhourn

God Next Door, Simon Carey Holt

Sleeping with Bread, Dennis Linn

Celebration of Discipfine, Richard Foster

Too Busy Not to Pray, Bill Hybels

Prayer: finding the heart’s true home, Richard Foster
Soul Feast, Marjorie Thompson

The Interior Castle, Teresa of Avila

The Gift of Being Yourseif, David Benner

Mere Discipleship, Lee Camp ’

The Call, finding and fulfiling the central purpose of your life, 0s Guingss

Magazines
Subscribe to some world-socused magazines - New Internationalist, Zadok, Sojourners,
Harambee, National Geographic

Websites
www . wellspringcentre.org.au
www.sacredspace.com.au - a 10 minute a day online reflective prayer

Personality Surveys

Do some personality-type surveys to discaver more of how God made you to be you:
www.myerbiggs.org

www.enneagraminstitute.com

wwvi discprofile.com
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CALLING CHARLIE

XPOSE

GLOBAL XPOSURE

FRIENDS OF DVDs

WEB

YOUNG ADULTS @ GLOBAL INTERACTION

Calling Charlie is a DVD and study guide resource that takes a practical and
Innovative look at what it means to embrace the heart of God for the world. it
tackles four blg Issues facing young adults today; Calling, Justice, Mission
and Culture. It's provocative, entertaining and hard hitting. it'lf change the way
you view your faith, your friends and your worid.

viww.callingchartie.som.au

Resonate magazine takes a fresh look at missions for our generation. Grab a
copy of the Best of Resonate which includes discussion questions for
yourself or your small group.

The Unearthed network gathers every two months—an informal time to feast
together, share stories, chew over issues and learn frem experienced mission
practifioners. Each night will have a focus topic, guest facilitator, multimedia
and culinary delights from around the globe.

Four times a year we facllitate groups of young aduit to spend an afternoon in
a cultural area of Melboume, visiting markets, mosques and temples, eating
food, asking questions and breaking down barriers.

Is for young adults who want to engage In mission, grow in their faith and

axperience another culture. It's a year long journey—appiying, training,
|garning, bonding with team members, traveling to another culture (3 weeks)

and debriefing.
Gi6pro is the opportunity for young professionals to serve for 1 to 2 years in

Asla, Africa and Outback Australia . Gi6pro will connect you with strategic
ministry amongst some of the worlds least evangefised and often

marginalised people.
Global Interaction have produced some high quality, entertaining DVD
resources for individuals, churches and small groups.

wwwi globalinteraction.org.au
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No of participants
Venue
6.30-9.30pm?
Food
Booklet/readings
Interviews

input

Prayer

—A—A-L-A_L—t—l—hg

N NN NN NN
W W wWww wwww

Which week/topic did you enjoy the most? Why?

Which week/topic did you enjoy the least? Why?

What was the best thing about Upper Room?

How can we improve Upper Room for next time?

What other topics would you Iike to discuss at Upper Room?

Other comments?

BT T - - N =

Good

ooy OO

EVALUATION
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