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B People of South Asia

The People Group
The B people are one of the largest single ethnic and language groups in the world. They also live in one of 
the most densely populated areas on Earth. B people value family, honour and respect. Their Muslim faith is 
central to their identity and permeates their world view.

B people reject the perceived religious message of the west. This forms barriers to following Jesus as 
many see following Jesus as an alignment with the western world. Global Interaction’s mission is to see 
vibrant communities to following Jesus in their own distinctive ways. For many B believers, meeting people 
from their own background who have come to faith in this way, has been integral to their faith journey. 

The Ministry
The intercultural team is instrumental in 
the operation of a locally-led development 
organisation. Through this organisation, many local 
people are being empowered through education 
and upskilling, which is growing opportunities for 
meaningful employment and a better life. Through 
our partner NGO’s work, local project participants 
and local employees also have a safe place to 
freely explore and grow their faith in Jesus.

Local believers and seekers are equipped with a 
translation of the Bible, written in language that 
is culturally understandable. The team is seeing 
believers engage with God’s Word and grapple with 
what it means for their lives. Groups of believers are 
meeting together, growing in faith and supporting 
each other. 

Team Members
Phil 
Lisa* 
Morris* (Team Leader) 
Ryan (Team Leader) and Suzie* 
Fiona* (candidate) 
Graeme* (short-term visitor) 
Graeme and Pat* (short-term visitors) 

*Based in Australia

Prayer Needs
 »  Pray that God will raise up more long-term 

intercultural workers to disciple believers

 »  For protection of believers and safe spaces for 
them to explore God’s Word and encourage 
each other

 »  For the Holy Spirit to open opportunities for  
B believers to share the message of Jesus 
with people of peace 

 »  That relationships built through our partner 
NGO’s projects will lead to faith sharing 
conversations

 »  For wisdom and protection for the staff of 
our partner NGO as they seek to respond to 
great physical need in the community that is 
increasing due to COVID 
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Stories of Hope from South Asia
God in the Midst
The COVID pandemic has hit the country of South 
Asia hard, with the poor being disproportionately 
impacted. Phil, a team member on the ground, 
shares, “It seems an improvement in the infection 
numbers will be heavily dependent on a restart 
of the lockdown. But lockdowns are having huge 
impacts on the poor, especially in urban and 
industrial areas. With no access to social security it’s 
a real challenge for many to purchase necessities. 
The Government is struggling to balance economic 
needs and public health.

In the midst of all these challenges, there are 
some positives. My teammate Morris has been 
running a weekly Bible study group with some 
local colleagues via Zoom. Each Sunday a group of 
staff connect in and explore God’s Word together. 
Another study is run for a group of women on a 
Tuesday led by another team member.

In the last couple of weeks, the leaders of the these 
groups have both noted increased enthusiasm and 
participation in the studies, which has been very 
encouraging. As you have probably experienced, 
studies and meetings via Zoom have a different 
dynamic to those face-to-face and so the success 
of these is encouraging. This weekly contact has 
really only become part of the approach since the 
pandemic started. While in-person visits are the 
ideal, God is using this regular online contact and 
it’s exciting to see.”

Growing in God’s Word
At the beginning of each working day, staff of our 
partner NGO in South Asia sit together for a time 
of devotion. Many of the local staff are followers 
of Jesus. Within the broader community, they 
must be careful with who they share their faith 
with for their own safety. However, with their 
colleagues at our partner NGO, they can share 
openly and encourage each other. Together they 
read a passage from the Bible, have (sometimes) 
animated discussions about the passage and then 
pray. All believers amongst the staff have a chance 
to contribute. 

Give thanks for the environment that allows them 
to do this and for the encouragement from leaders. 
Pray that even in these times of COVID regulations 
they would be able to continue these activities in 
some way. Pray that as they read, discuss and pray, 
they will come to a deeper understanding of Jesus 
and that they will grow closer to Him. 

Pray that their desire to share their faith will 
increase and that they will have wisdom and 
discernment in how and when to say the right 
words.

More Stories from South Asia
 » Episode 22 of Missioning with Lisa: www.globalinteraction.org.au/Missioning
 » Short news articles: www.globalinteraction.org.au/News


