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Stories are everywhere and 
embedded into every aspect of 
Global Interaction’s ministry. From 
the everyday stories of life, family, 
faith and culture that are entrusted 
into conversation with our 
intercultural workers, to the 
transformational story of God’s 
love for the world that our teams 
passionately share. 

There’s stories of God breaking through 
as seekers take steps towards Jesus 
and believers are discipled, and stories 
of God moments that our teams can’t 
help but share with their partners back 
in Australia. There’s testimonies of our 
candidates and workers, prompted 
by the Spirit and courageous enough 
to follow, and stories of churches 
and individuals, faithfully praying and 
sacrificially giving as their part in God’s 
big mission story.

So, it’s no surprise that we had 
more than enough material to fill the 
following pages! This edition is full of 
stories, testimonies, lessons learnt 
and explorations of the one story that 
changes everything... and how to share 
it well.

Because isn’t that what it’s all about? 
Sharing the Good News, in ways that 
makes sense to the hearer, wherever 
God has placed us.     

We pray you are inspired and 
challenged as you read through this 
edition. On pages 3 - 4 Mozambique 
teammates Sally and Ben draw from 
their experiences and highlight the 
questions we should all ask before 
sharing the Gospel story (if we want 
to be heard). Melinda Cousins, Bible 
college teacher, steps back and offers 
an insightful overview of God’s big 
story in six acts (pages 7 - 8). Just 
brilliant! Plus we hear directly from 
a believer in Thailand (page 13), how 
humour doesn't always cross cultures 
(page 2) and about when our story 
unexpectedly changes (pages 9 - 10).

Take a breath… and be immersed in 
the story.

Teagan

P.S. Thank you for being part of Global 
Interaction’s story. We are mission 
partners together and there is so much 
more of the story still to come. 

Missioning Podcast
If you love stories, mission and exploring the big issues, then 
Missioning is the podcast for you! Through Missioning we hear 
stories from diverse global and local mission contexts and 
grapple with big issues of mission, contextualisation and call. 

Episodes are released fortnightly. 

Listen on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or at:  

  www.globalinteraction.org.au/Missioning

Hello from the Editor
Welcome to part two of The Stories Issue!

    hi 
there
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Kim reminds us that while 

not everything translates, 

the important things are 

worth explaining.  

‘Why did the chicken cross the road?’

Back in those early days in Cambodia 
I was so proud that I had finally learnt 
enough language to tell a joke to my 
language nurturer. I asked him the 
question and he looked at me blankly 
and said, “Because in Cambodia 
chickens are free to go wherever they 
like.”  My joke was completely lost 
on him and I quickly realised it was 
never going to be funny. Humour 
does not always cross cultures as 
easily as we think it should!

Our lives took an unexpected turn 
this year when we found ourselves 
not in hot Cambodia, but suddenly 
back in cold Tasmania. We began 
our Home Assignment with just 24 
hours of planning and in the midst of 
a pandemic. One day we decided to 
venture to Cradle Mountain for the kids 
to enjoy the snow and we were excited 
to video call our Khmer friends back 
in Cambodia. They were amazed to 
see images of us playing in the snow 
and asked us many questions. I tried 
to put myself in their shoes to help me 
communicate the idea of snow... but it 
was difficult! 

Sometimes sharing the Gospel in 
another culture can feel a bit like trying 
to describe snow to someone who 
has never experienced a temperature 
below 18 degrees. 

Recently we learnt a Khmer parable 
that was very funny. (Well it was funny 
to our Khmer friends.) The story goes 
that a rabbit was running away from 
some mischief he had caused when 
he saw a dead buffalo. Wanting to 
hide, he climbed into the bowels of 
the buffalo carcass. The rabbit was 
initially very happy. However, as the 
carcass heated up in the sun, the space 
he was in contracted and he cried out. 
A farmer heard his cry and threw the 
carcass into the river which rehydrated 
the carcass and the rabbit was able to 
escape and live another day.

Needless to say, we didn’t get the joke! 
Why would you tell children such a 
disgusting story! The meaning of the 
story was obvious to our teacher and 
he patiently explained that this parable 
teaches us that sin is like the buffalo 
carcass and initially seems like a good 
place to hide. But sin will always trap 
us and we need a saviour to rescue us 
because we cannot escape on our own. 

When Jesus told stories, they were 
relatable to His listeners because 
they reflected the culture and 
environment of the time, while also 
pointing to the kingdom of God. 
He spoke to them in a language they 
were familiar with, bringing clarity to 
concepts that were new to them, even 
using humour at times! His teaching 
is timeless and the message of the 
Gospel never changes, but the stories 
we tell about the kingdom of God need 
to make sense to the people listening. 
Snow will always be snow, but it might 
need to be explained before it will 
make sense. 

Over the past few years we’ve 
loved journeying with Kim and 
Craig through this segment in 

Resonate. While this is their 
final instalment of Adventures 

with the Barnes, their story 
in Cambodia is far from over! 
To keep connected with Kim 

and Craig, sign up to their 
newsletter. Contact:  

info@globalinteraction.org.au

ADVENTURES 
WITH THE

BaRNeS
Episode 

№6
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Ben starts us off, “I meet with a group 
of guys on a weekly basis to pray, do 
life together and read Scripture. After 
one of our gatherings my friend Adam, 
a young Mozambican, began telling me 
that he had invited some neighbours 
to join us. However, when he asked 
them, they just laughed at him. You see 
Adam was unemployed and most days 
he didn’t have much to eat. His friends 
couldn’t understand why he would 
go to a group to hear stories when he 
should've been out finding a job, or 
food for his family.  He continued, ‘They 
just don’t get it. When I come to this 
group and we sit down together to read 
these stories I am no longer hungry, I 
am satisfied!’”

For Adam the stories of Jesus, shared 
in community, were a big deal. Whether 
we’re living in a village on the outskirts 
of Lichinga, Mozambique, in a bustling 
Thai street or in the heart of Sydney, 
stories move us. 

As followers of Jesus, we believe one 
story has the power to transform us 
more than any other: the story of 
Jesus. For this reason, storying the 
Gospel is at the centre of what we do 
here in Mozambique. But it’s not as 
simple as rocking up, Bible in hand 
and telling our favourite Bible story. 
The story we tell is critical, of course, 
but so is the way we communicate it. 

So, how can we share this life-
changing story in a way that might be 
understood? 

Great question! To answer it, we have 
three more questions! Here are three 
things to ask yourself before you share 
the Gospel story in your context. 

1. Who are you sharing the story with?

What is the worldview of the person you are connecting with? Do they sit within a 
predominant culture of honour / shame, power / fear, or guilt / innocence? Do 
they believe in the existence of a higher power? What do they value? Justice, logic, 
self-reliance, family, tradition?  

Local stories give a good indication as to what is valued in a culture. In the 
Australian context stories of the outlaw Ned Kelly are still popular to this day as he 
appeals to our values of independence, justice and mateship. Understanding the 
cultural values that underpin these cultural stories help us to then share the 
Gospel story in ways that will make sense in that context. 

2. How will you share the story?

Considering the different ways people communicate in your context is also 
important. How do people communicate in this context? Is it different to the culture 
you carry? 

Sally shares, “Over the last couple of years, together with some of the other women 
on our team, I have had the privilege of being invited into the sacred space of Yawo 
girls' initiations to share stories from God’s word. We seek to tell stories that reflect 
specific values, sharing in a way that reflects how others teach in that environment. 
This often includes dance and song because in this space, these are important 
elements in storytelling. 

However, when Ben meets up with his friends they each take turns to read, they 
discuss and ask questions which help them grapple with God’s word together. 
They do not dance. They do not sing. How they communicate and share stories 
is appropriate for their setting, showing respect to gender and age, cultural and 
religious roles.” 

3. Will you listen to what they share?

Another consideration is who is responsible for giving meaning to the story being 
shared. Does meaning come from the sharer or the hearer? Or both? 

It's fair to assume that we are not always going to draw the same conclusions 
as others and therefore we need to pay attention to our own biases, background 
and worldview. If we don’t, we could unintentionally place our own cultural 
understanding over that of the person we are sharing with and subvert our 
efforts. We are always better for encountering Jesus’ story together rather than in 
isolation. When we do, we quickly discover that Jesus is bigger than our individual 
understanding of Him.

Teammates Sally Pim and Ben Good 

reflect on their storytelling experiences 

in Mozambique and pluck out the key 

questions we should all ask ourselves before 

sharing the story that changes the world. 

A Story  
Worth  
Sharing 
(Well)
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Ben again, “Telling stories is a crucial part of life. For Adam, when 
we met together as a group, we weren’t just reading stories. We 
were entering into a space where we were encountering God, a 
place where Adam was being filled and satisfied on a level that 

went beyond simply food in his belly.” 

Stories have the power to transform but they must first be 
heard. What are some simple things you can do in order to 

give the Gospel story its best hearing where you are? Get out 
there, tell stories because the world is hungry for a good one.

Share
Mozambique • Thailand • Australia 

   Malawi  • Cambodia • Lebanon
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Intercultural Worker Melanie is 
amazed, but not surprised, by the 
transformation of her friend as she 
encounters the power of God’s Word. 

Since Tim and I came to Malawi, teaching God’s Word has 
always been a high priority.  We don’t teach at people, we 
learn with them. God’s word is alive, fresh and real. Every 
time we read it we learn something new. There’s a power in 
the Word that transcends, it cuts to the heart and penetrates 
even the hardest exterior.  

Years ago, in the early days of our friendship, Mama Falida 
would sit next to me in the group speechless and wide-
eyed. She was a village girl who’d come to town and was 
overwhelmed. Feeling completely out of her depth she would 
try to satisfy her desire to know more but struggled with the 
insecurities she was feeling. I wondered if what was being 
said was getting through. Did she understand the story she 
was hearing? 

Over time, despite her never speaking up in the group, we 
watched the Holy Spirit work in her life. A spiritual rebirth 
was freedom for her and we could see her growing and 
changing almost on a daily basis. She learnt her value in 
Christ, she learnt to stand up for what she believed in and 
she began to tell others about the Good News.

As I visited with her one day recently, I shared my heart. Our 
friendship had grown through the years. I’d been there when 
her children were born, we’d cried at funerals together and 
celebrated through the good times unpacking what it meant 
to live in freedom. 

I told her that I had been worried about the future, about 
coronavirus and the impact the restrictions were having on 
the community. I shared that I didn’t know what God was 
doing and I didn’t know how we were going to help so many if 
the predictions were right.  

Mama Falida quietly sat and listened to my ramble, she didn’t 
interrupt and she didn’t make me feel at all uncomfortable. 
Instead, she nodded her head, laughed with me and let 
me finish. She then looked at me with a smile on her face, 
“Pepani Mama, cikulupi cili kwapi” “Sorry Mama, but where 
is your faith? Don’t you remember the story of when Jesus 
calmed the storm? His disciples were all worried but Jesus 
was asleep. He didn’t worry because He knew God would 
protect and care for them. This is our story, this is what God 
is saying to us. Don’t look at the waves and the wind. Don’t 
look at coronavirus and the lockdown, look to Jesus.”

Mama Falida doesn’t have access to the world COVID 
statistics, she doesn’t know all the ins and outs of restrictions, 
nor does she know exactly how the virus is spread or the 
impact it will have. Mama Falida trusts Jesus with all her heart 
and reminded me to do the same.  She used the very words 
I had taught her years ago to rebuke my doubt and boost my 
faith. She reminded me that God’s Word cuts like a knife and 
brings life and hope in a world that sorely needs it.  

When the  
Story Cuts Through
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Bee
SOUTH EAST ASIA

Cases continue to rise at a rate of 3000 per day across our 
home in South East Asia. Early on, our province went into a six 
week lockdown to try and prevent further spread. However, 
with an already weak economy, and a stuttering governmental 
assistance program, this pushed many thousands of people into 
poverty. As such, with many restrictions in place, the government 
has reopened the economy to get people working again. 

But through it all, we see God’s hand at work. These 
challenging circumstances enabled us to support the café 
staff in practical ways. When many businesses were closing, 
by God’s provision, we remained open and continued paying 
wages. This built trust and has proven our reliability. The crisis 
has meant we are required onsite a lot more frequently than 
before and this has provided more opportunities to share love 
and hear stories. We have experienced a strengthening of 
relationship with the local staff during this time; a level of trust 
which normally takes years to establish has been fast tracked 
as we have endured this significant crisis together.

We cannot underestimate the value of walking alongside 
people during tough times. Shared experiences like this 
open unique doors that just wouldn’t exist otherwise. For 
this, we are so thankful.

Andrew Palmer
SEAFORTH BAPTIST CHURCH, SYDNEY

As COVID restrictions took hold we became acutely aware 
of a spike in anxiety within our wider community. Christian 
faith speaks so clearly into fear… but how could we connect 
with each other in a safe way?

Our pastor Christine began a group called ‘Big Questions’. 
This group was designed for folks who had found themselves 
in the midst of COVID hitting some pretty big hurdles of fear, 
loneliness and isolation. The agenda is simple: the group 
comes together and shares some of their personal story and 
then shares some ‘big questions’ that have been challenging 
for them in their lives. These included questions like the 
nature of evil, is God trustworthy and whether the pandemic 
would be the end of our communities. This space each week 
was simple, unhurried, group led and deeply respectful. It was 
never about ‘Christian education’ so much as holding that 
God was right there in the midst of the big questions.

So, what happened? Well – community happened! People 
who had never previously met came together and developed 
trust and respect and care – and yes, people had a sense of 
the presence of Jesus. The kingdom of God, on earth as it is 
in heaven.

When business as usual doesn’t work, new doors open for followers 
of Jesus to walk alongside their neighbours. Intercultural Worker Bee 
and State Director Andrew Palmer share from their experiences. 

Door Number Two



Act One: 

Creation
The first two chapters of the Bible 
provide the foundations for God’s big 
story. While many have debated the 
‘how’ and ‘when’ of these events, the 
writer of Genesis is more focused on 
the ‘who’ and ‘why’ of creation. We 
are introduced to the main character 
of this whole story: our God who is all 
powerful, making everything out of 
nothing; relational and self-revealing, 
speaking all things into being; creative 
and purposive, filling and beautifying  
all He makes. 

We are invited to stand in awe at 
His power and worship Him. We are 
also introduced to humanity: God’s 
beloved, made in His image; created 
for relationships with God, one 
another, and creation; entrusted to 
enjoy and steward all He has made. 
We are invited to experience intimate 
relationship with Him.

Act Two: 

Fall
It doesn’t take long for the central 
conflict of God’s story to arrive. The 
antagonist of this story, our enemy 
Satan, takes the opportunity to prey 
on humanity’s freedom, tempting them 
to put their own desires and decision-
making above obedience to their 
Creator’s words. Adam and Eve disobey 
God, committing idolatry by placing 
something within creation (themselves) 
in the Creator’s place. 

The entrance of sin into the world 
mars God’s good creation and distorts 
the relationships He has established. 
Humans find themselves separated 
from God, at war with one another, 
internally displaced by shame and at 
odds with all creation. We are left to 
wonder how God will restore all that 
has been broken.

Act Three: 

Promise
The Old Testament story of Israel 
reveals God’s plan of restoration. It 
begins unexpectedly: an old, barren 
couple called to leave everything and 
trust God to lead them. God promises 
Abraham land, descendants, a special 
relationship with God and blessing 
through them for the whole world. 
God rescues Abraham’s descendants 
from oppression in Egypt, displaying 
His mighty power and compassion. He 
gifts them the Torah, His teaching and 
instruction, so they can respond to the 
relationship He has initiated by grace. 

They are called to live differently, set 
apart to make known God’s character 
and purposes. But once they enter 
the land God promised, they face the 
temptation to be like other nations 
around them. Israel’s story is one of 
repeated faithlessness and God’s 
abiding faithfulness. Eventually the 
people are exiled from their land, but 
God remains faithful and restores them, 
continuing to point toward a new day 
when He will send His promised King to 
bring restoration once and for all.

Big Story
God's



Act Four: 

Redemption
The New Testament opens with a 
genealogy, linking Jesus to all the Old 
Testament promises and hopes. Jesus 
bursts onto the scene, announcing 
that God’s kingdom has come near. 
Through His words and actions, He 
demonstrates the nature of this 
kingdom. The invitation to His disciples 
is to follow Him: they can participate 
in this kingdom life and make 
known its invitation to others. Jesus’ 
announcement of the kingdom leads 
to many expectations as to how He  
will reign. 

These are turned upside down when 
He is executed as a revolutionary by 
the Roman Empire after being unjustly 
accused by the Jewish leaders. It looks 
like defeat, not victory. But God raises 
Jesus to new life, meaning His death 
was a victory not merely over the 
Romans, but over sin, evil and death 
itself. He has opened the way to new 
life and a new era in history. Nothing 
will ever be the same again.

Act Five: 

Mission
Jesus ascends to His rightful place 
ruling all creation, then sends His 
Holy Spirit to dwell within His people, 
empowering them in the new life of 
the kingdom. The Spirit forms a new 
community, the church, characterised 
by devotion to God, devotion to one 
another and devotion to the Good 
News of the kingdom. People notice 
the way they live and ask questions, 
seeking to be part of this new 
community. 

As the Gospel spreads throughout the 
world, new communities are planted in 
new places, drawing together people 
from different ethnicities and statuses. 
This creates challenges as they learn 
to live as family and be on mission 
together. They are called to  
live differently to the world around 
them, making Jesus known to all. Here 
is where we find ourselves in the story.

Act Six: 

Renewal
God’s great story is not finished. God 
has always imagined the renewal 
and restoration of all He created. He 
will return and set all things right. 
In Revelation 21-22 we are given a 
glimpse of the renewal of all creation, 
pictured as a beautiful, perfect, 
renewed city of Jerusalem. This is not 
some ‘white fluffy cloud-land’, but the 
complete restoration and enjoyment 
of all the goodness of creation in all its 
fullness. In this renewed creation, all 
the beauty of human achievement and 
creativity is refined and gifted as the 
starting point. 

All relationships are reconciled and 
restored. All consequences of sin, 
brokenness and conflict, are gone 
forever. And God comes to dwell with His 
people once and for all. What Abraham 
and the prophets could only imagine, 
what Jesus brought within Himself, and 
what the Spirit is now a foretaste of, will 
be our experience forever. 

Biblical studies lecturer and all-around deep 
thinker Melinda Cousins steps back and gives 
us an overview of God’s big story in six acts. 
The story of God is a good story; a story of hope and promise, welcome and 
restoration. And it’s a big story, told throughout the whole Bible and lived 
throughout the whole of history. It’s a story that forms us, and one we are  
invited to live out and share with our world.



 resonate · issue 36 · page 9 

In a matter of days Chelsea’s 
life turned upside down. 
Here, she shares her story 
and some of the lessons she’s 
learnt that hold true in  
the dark. 

If you had asked me a few years ago, 
“What’s your story? How did you get 
here?” I would have shared a story 
that seemed to make sense, a story in 
which each chapter built on the one 
before. God had led me in progressive 
steps of faith and I was serving with 
a Christian organisation supporting 
remote communities in the Pacific. I 
was surrounded by an amazing team 
of people, gathered from all around the 
world, and each using the gifts that 
God had given. I had a confidence and 
peace that I was in the right place.

Then my story changed. 

I was overseas when it became hard 
to focus my eyes. Simple enough, I 
thought, and I planned to have my 
glasses checked once I returned 
home. A few days later, my colleague, 
a doctor, said to me with care, “I don’t 
think you need to see an optometrist.  
I think you need to see a neurologist.” 

I flew home shortly after, and by the 
end of the following week my eyelids 
were so weak that I could barely open 

my eyes at all. I could only see my feet 
and a small, fading circle around them. 

I moved around my house with my 
hands on the walls and furniture. 
Outside, I walked a step behind a friend 
and I froze still the instant I lost sight of 
her heels, suddenly unaware of where I 
was within the darkness. It was entirely 
disorientating. 

I clearly remember the confusion of 
such a sudden, shocking change. 
Like it was bright daylight and then, 
without warning, night had fallen. 
What just happened?

As I paused at the entrance of the first 
of many clinics, a friend’s simple text 
arrived: You are not alone.

For the next two years, my story 
seemed to change continually. I would 
become used to one situation – a new 
medication, a new symptom, a new side 
effect, new care needs – and then it 
would change again. There were times 
when I struggled to see, speak, walk 
or even breathe, as my muscles lost 
their strength. Initially just my eyelids 
and then my whole body. I broke bones 
simply by putting on a jumper and 
bending to sit on a chair. 

There were moments when the 
pain or fear or exhaustion was 
overwhelming and almost impossible 

to see beyond. Like walking suddenly 
into the dark, without any context 
of my surroundings. But even then, 
whether or not it was in my conscious 
awareness, my friend’s words were 
true. I was not alone.  

More recently, life has changed again. 
My health and function has improved 
and I am thankful for every step 
towards greater independence. 

There are many things I’ve learnt over 
this time. Like how to score a single 
room in hospital, and what not to 
say to someone experiencing health 
challenges (“What did you do to 
yourself?” as if I had control over the 
situation!), and others that I reflect on 
more deeply. Here are a few:

Keep coming back to the basics 

In the midst of all the change and 
uncertainty, it was not the time for 
details. I chose to keep returning to 
foundational truths, like anchors in  
the waves. God is here, with me. He 
is faithful. His plans and purposes  
are good. 

Rend Collective sings the line, 
“What’s true in the light is still true in 
the dark”. The things which hold true 
in the dark – those are the things 
worth holding onto. 

When the  
Story Changes
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Productivity looks different in 
different seasons (and that’s OK) 

Actually, ‘productivity’ in itself is not 
the main game. “So here’s what I want 
you to do”, Paul writes to the Romans, 
“God helping you: Take your everyday, 
ordinary life – your sleeping, eating, 
going-to-work, and walking-around 
life – and place it before God as an 
offering.” Romans 12:1 (MSG) 

My ‘everyday, ordinary life’ looks totally 
different today than it did last year 
and looks different again to the years 
before that. But whatever my life is 
like today, whatever tasks I do today 
– and whether or not I feel like I have
achieved anything at all – I can choose 
to place them as an offering before 
God. Even if some days it was, almost 
literally, just sleeping and eating!

Hold things lightly

Letting go of my work role and 
responsibilities was a hard part of this 
journey, in amongst the loss or change 
of many other things. I’ve learnt, and 
am learning, to hold things securely 
while they are mine to hold, realising 
the significance of what’s been given 
to me for a time, and simultaneously to 
hold them lightly, knowing that I am the 
steward and not the owner. 

The story will change, again

It will change again in ways that I can’t 
see or imagine from where I stand 
now. Although I can’t prepare for 
these unknown changes specifically, 
I can intentionally build foundations, 
as a house on a rock that will not be 
shaken when the next storms come. 
And the experience of God’s presence 
and faithfulness in past seasons is a 
testimony that can help strengthen my 
foundations for the future. 

………………………..
So now, if you asked me, 
“What’s your story?”, my 
answer would be less direct 
and more winding, like the path 
that I have been on to get here. 
But throughout it all, without 
question, are the threads of 
God’s faithfulness and grace 
that have been there from 
the very beginning. 

G
o

d
 h

e
lp

in
g

 y
o

u
: 

T
ak

e
 y

o
u

r 
e

v
e

ry
d

ay
, o

rd
in

ar
y

 li
fe

 
–

y
o

u
r 

sl
e

e
p

in
g

, e
at

in
g

, g
o

in
g

-t
o

-w
o

rk
, a

n
d

 w
al

ki
n

g
-a

r o
u

n
d

 li
fe

 –
 a

n
d

 p
la

c
e

 it
 b

e
fo

re
 G

o
d

 a
s 

an
 o

ff
e

ri
n

g
.



 resonate · issue 36 · page 11 

The K people of the Silk Road ascribe to being 
Muslim by religion, culture and identity. As such, 

their creation story from the Quran has a lot 
of similar elements to it, and of course some 

significant differences.

The fact that the Almighty God created 
everything out of nothing is a familiar concept, 
one they are very comfortable with. In fact, our 
experience when sharing stories where there is 
overlap between to the two holy books such as 

this, is that they really enjoy the Biblical account. 
The Bible uses stories and poetry, a mode of 

communication close to the K people’s heart. 
The rhythmic flow of Genesis 1, “God said… 

it was… it was good,” is a good example. Our 
stories also fill in some of the details the Quran 

skips over.  

But of course, there are major differences. The 
primary one is the way the Bible describes the 
relationship between God and Adam. Adam, a 

man, who in their mind is fundamentally flawed, 
destined to sin and shame, has been made in 

the image of the Righteous God. And as if that 
weren’t enough, God then goes on to honour 

Adam further by asking him to name God’s 
creatures. These points of difference are 

somewhat of a head-spin for the K people 
and they take time and care to work through. 

This is why as intercultural workers we are 
committed to learning the language and 

culture of the people we work with. Doing so 
enables us to communicate the Gospel in a 

way that is meaningful for them.

An example of doing this with the creation story 
would be addressing concepts around work. 

There’s nothing a K person loves more than to sit 
for hours, reclining at a low table, eating, drinking 

tea and spending time with others. To be able 
to do so is an indicator that God is blessing you. 
So when we get to, “God took the man and put 

him in the Garden of Eden to work and take care 
of it” (Gen. 2:15), there would be a conversation 

about how the Almighty God honoured Adam by 
entrusting His creation to Adam’s care.

The K people’s reverence for the holiness of 
God makes the concept of a personal God 

unfathomable. What we seek to do is to help 
them maintain their high view of God, while 

introducing Jesus as the one who removes 
shame and restores us to the Garden with Him.

Putting 
it into 
Context 
We asked Petra and 
Catherine, intercultural 
workers serving in 
completely different 
cultural and religious 
contexts, the same 
question, “How would you 
share the creation story?” 
Their short answer was, 
“Context matters.”   

P
etra   |||   S

ilk
 R

o
ad

 A
rea, M

u
slim

 C
o

n
tex

tCreation



 resonate · issue 36 · page 12  

He tells me, “The water and the land are like the 
lifeblood of our country.  From the water and the land 
come everything we need for life – rice, fruit, animals, 
shade for rest, materials for building and making. The 
Neak Da are the Guardians and Owners, the Spirits 
of our water and our land. If we honour the Neak Da, 
we see the beauty and the goodness of the fields, the 
rivers, the trees, the animals and of people, and we 
receive the fruits of fertile land, long life, peace and 
prosperity. If we do not honour and respect the Neak 
Da it is like we do not take care of our water and land 
and we lose our lifeblood; our water and land have 
illness, we have illness, and our peace and prosperity 
are taken from our families.”

As my friend’s father shares, I sit at the edge of a 
rice field where harvesting is beginning. Looking 
across the hues of green and gold I indeed see the 
beauty and the goodness of this land. I ponder the 
presence of the Neak Da – Guardians, Owners, Spirits 
of the water and land.  As I do so, I ponder another 
story. In the beginning God created, His Spirit was 
present, relationship between people and people’s 
connection to creation brings forth care and ongoing 
fruitfulness… And it was all very good.

The blending together of Hinduism, Buddhism 
and animism throughout Cambodia’s history, 
and the intricate interweaving of spirituality into 
the rhythms and relationships of daily life create 
beautifully rich aspects of culture that connect 
with the story of creation.  

Yet this tapestry can also make the creation story 
difficult to accept. The Neak Da are the Guardians of 
a particular place, for example, of a particular village. 
In this context, therefore, the creation story as we 
know it can seem to be a story from outside.

So how do we share this story? A Khmer Proverb 
provides insight, instructing, “Enter the river by its 
bends, enter a district by its country”. We move into 
the flow of our neighbourhood, learning, growing 
and becoming a part of the intricate interweaving of 
relationships and rhythms of daily life and spirituality. 
We move into the stories of our communities, being 
present and attentive, allowing our stories to be 
drawn into the interweaving.  And then, as we in 
deepening ways become a part of this rich fabric, in 
our living, our words and our actions, we share the 
story of the One Guardian, the Master God of sky 
and land who gives life and breath to everything and 
satisfies every need (Acts 17:24 – 25).
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Paul is a key Ethnic Thai faith community leader and 
we’ve heard his inspiring story from team members 
over many years. Here we are privileged to have Paul 
share his own story. 

My name is Paul.  
I live in Ban Luang District, 
Nan Province, Thailand.  

When I first heard of God, our creator, and the son of God, Jesus Christ, I was in year eight in a 
Catholic school in Bangkok. At that time, I was not a believer and did not pay any attention or 
show any interest to find out who God is and who Jesus Christ really is. I had spent many years of 
my adulthood in the USA and had attended a few church services with friends in all those years, 
nevertheless, I had very limited knowledge of Jesus Christ and God, and therefore, had no faith in 
Christ and in the God who sent Him. I was still a Buddhist then.

About 10 years ago, I was going through a family crisis and was having a lot of stress. I had no 
one to talk to. Being a Buddhist, I tried to pray and meditate the Buddist way, but that did not 
help, instead, my suffering increased. Then, one day, I met a man at a local coffee shop, his name 
was Dema. I found out later that he was an intercultural worker with Global Interaction. I was so 
ecstatic to come across someone that I could speak English with. 

Dema invited me to his residence and introduced his lovely family to me, his wife, Carolyn, 
as well as his two children, Grace and Daniel. After our first encounter, Dema and Carolyn 
often invited me to dinner at their house and I joined them in the Bible study afterward. I 
really enjoyed this and was very happy to be a part of it. We became good friends. 

Not long after, I told Dema and Carolyn about the problems I was facing and the suffering I had 
to endure.  They were really good listeners and offered me a lot of valuable encouragement and 
support. After each of our meetings, before we parted, Dema and Carolyn always prayed for 
me and my family and encouraged me to pray to God in Jesus Christ’s name to ask Him to help 
me with my problems. Dema and Carolyn also gave me my first Bible from which I learned more 
about Jesus Christ and God. 

Whenever I had any question, Dema and Carolyn would try to help get the answer from the Bible 
for me. The more I read about Christ, the more I was drawn to Him and the better I felt about 
myself and my problems. I thank God that I had met Dema, my friend, and his family, and for 
sending this lovely family to our community to tell people the truth about Jesus Christ and God.

Eventually, God freed me of my problems. I always thank God for not abandoning me, and for 
bringing me to Jesus Christ, my Savior, whom I have vowed to follow till my last breath.

The Other 
Side of 
the Story

I am a follower of Christ Jesus

Paul (right) 

with Dema at 

Paul's leadership 

commissioning.
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How Did I Get here?
Candidate Simon maps his journey from 

South East Asia to… South East Asia.

I was born and raised in South East Asia in a Christian family among a majority

Muslim population. I first came to Australia in 2009 to pursue further study in

Adelaide. In this lovely city, I also met my wife, Widya when we  were rostered on

to wash dishes at our church.

We got married in 2014 and decided to migrate permanently to Australia. We returned

to Adelaide to help a family setting up a restaurant. During that period, we were also

involved in a church planting ministry that held Sunday services in the restaurant.

I first knew about Global Interaction when Mark Holt, Cross-Cultural Director, visited us
in the restaurant in 2016. Widya had known Mark through the Educational Foundation,

one of Global Interaction’s platforms in South East Asia, where Widya was involved.

Mark ordered catering and asked me to deliver it to the State Office in South Australia. Over 

there, I met wonderful people and began to know more about the organisation. Since then, I 

had it at the back of my mind to join the organisation after I pursued my dreams.

In late 2018, we decided to return home to support my parents. At that time my

father had just retired and I had an opportunity to join United Nations, which was

my dream. Widya returned to work at the Education Foundation where I met Dave

and Caz, the Team Leaders.

David shared stories about the work and vision, and I was drawn to it, especially the 

unique contextual approach to empower local people to worship Isa Al Masih (Jesus). 

It was something that I have never seen growing up as a believer in South East Asia,

and yet it was effective.

In January 2019 we were invited to join Global Interaction.  Widya was thrilled but 
I had different plans and dreams! After roughly eight months of discerning, by 

His grace, I also felt His calling to serve in South East Asia. I decided to switch my
dream for His and joined the ministry.



www.globalinteraction.org.au
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